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The Middlesex County School 
Board was informed Monday, August 
8, that general student suspension 
data from  2015-16 reveal that—
unlike state and federal trends—there 
is “little disparity” in suspensions of 
African-Americans over Caucasians 
within the county school system.

Several meetings ago Hartfield 
District board member Jim Goforth 
requested the general student data 
suspension information to determine 
if minorities were being suspended at 
a higher rate than whites.

Goforth said Monday night he was 
“glad” to see there was little dispar-
ity in Middlesex schools because it is 
becoming an issue of major concern 
in other school systems across the 
state and nation.

Assistant school superintendent Dr. 
Michael Cromartie said the Middlesex 
Public Schools student population 
consists of 82% white students and 
18% minority students.

The information provided by Dr. 
Michael Cromartie shows that, of the 

‘Little disparity’ in county 
school suspension rates 
between blacks and whites

by Larry Chowning

On Wednesday, August 3, the 
Middlesex Family YMCA broke 
ground on Phase One of the Building 
Brighter Futures Capital Campaign 
amidst cheers and celebration from 
summer campers, county leadership 
and YMCA board members and staff. 

Phase One includes a 9,000-square-
foot multi-purpose facility and 
2,000-square-foot gathering space. 

Middlesex Family YMCA members and summer campers joined Y officials on Wednesday, August 3, to break ground on Phase One of the Building Brighter Futures Capital Campaign 
expansion project which will include a new 9,000-square-foot multi-purpose facility/gym and 2,000-square-foot gathering space.                                              (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Middlesex YMCA breaks ground 
on $1,386,640 expansion project

“We are thrilled!” said Middlesex 
Y branch executive Rosabeth Ward 
Kissman. “This big dream, vetted 
and reviewed by many classes of our 
Board of Management over the past 
10 years has come to life. The con-
stancy and commitment of the found-
ing board to our present day task force 
is leadership upon which all should 
be modeled. These diligent keepers 

of our community see the value in our 
YMCA and its mission, and they are 
not shy of setting bold goals for our 
service in Middlesex County.”

The largest capital improvement 
project at the Middlesex Family 
YMCA to date, the Phase One goal 
is $1,386,640. A capital development 
plan for the addition of the Phase Two 
Wellness Center estimates the cost at 

an additional $1,060,000. 
Phase One will allow the YMCA the 

space to operate all programming on 
site. Presently, the YMCA utilizes area 
gymnasiums for athletic programming 
and events. “Centralizing our pro-
gramming on campus will create an 
entirely different atmosphere for our 
Y. Around a boardroom table in Janu-
ary of 2014, this priority was set. A 

board of 24 decided the needs of our 
families would come first, and they 
set a gym as the priority in first phase 
construction. A dream that families 
could come together to our YMCA, 
with space for every member of the 
family to participate, was prioritized 
that night. Children playing basketball 

(See YMCA, Page A3)

Two Middlesex County-based buyboats, “F. D. Crockett” (left) and “55th Virginia” (third from left) attended 
the 12th annual Chesapeake Bay Buyboat Reunion, at the Shuck-N-Suck Festival held at Oyster Farm at 
Kings Creek Marina in Cape Charles on Friday through Sunday, August 5-7. Over the next week, the group 
of buyboats will visit Tangier Island, Calvert Maritime Museum in Solomons Island and the Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum in St. Michaels, Md. Pictured above with Crockett and 55th are several other boats at 
Cape Charles where several thousands of people attended the festival and toured the boats. 
                                                                                                                        (Photo by Michaela Chowning)

Middlesex buyboats on display

three county public schools, St. Clare 
Walker Middle School (SCW) had the 
most suspensions last year. Ninety-
nine SCW students “without disabili-
ties” were suspended for a short term 
(10 days or less). These short-term 
suspensions involved 75 whites and 
21 blacks.

Three students, all white, were sus-
pended for a long term (11-plus days). 

There also were 36 suspensions 
at SCW for students with disabili-
ties—27 whites and 9 blacks.

Middlesex High School (MHS) 
had 43 short-term suspensions, four 
long-term suspensions, and one expul-
sion for students without disabilities. 
Thirty-one whites and 12 blacks had 
short-term suspensions, while four 
whites had long-term suspensions and 
the student expelled also was white.

MHS had 17 students with disabili-
ties to receive short-term suspensions 
and four received long-term suspen-
sions. Twelve whites and five blacks 
had short term suspensions, while 
four whites received long-term sus-

(See Schools, Page A2)

This September, for the first time, a 
dozen at-risk 3-year-old children will 
start Middlesex Elementary School 
(MES) through the Kids First program. 

These at-risk children will be “catch-
ing up” with more fortunate children. 

Kids First identifies children who 
are behind and, through early interven-
tion with small classes, corrects this 

Twelve Middlesex at-risk 3-year-olds to receive Kids First services 
by Tom Chillemi learning “gap,” explained Tom Kinney, 

a local director of the Kids First Foun-
dation.

These children will not only learn 
academics, but also learn socializa-
tion, focus and emotional control, said 
Kinney.

Problems will be corrected while 
they are small, thus stopping bigger 
problems later, Kinney explained. “It’s 
the first step in eliminating genera-

tional poverty and all that goes with it.”
A child who finds stability early is 

less likely to engage in negative behav-
iors and have learning problems, he 
explained. “When children start behind 
they often stay behind,” and by the time 
they are teens, learning problems can 
be nearly impossible to correct.

Seed money
On August 2 the Middlesex Board of 

Supervisors appropriated a $100,000 

grant from the Kids First Foundation 
to Middlesex Public Schools. This 
grant will fund 100% of one classroom 
for the first year, including salaries and 
benefits for a lead teacher and a teach-
ing assistant.

New Middlesex Public Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Peter Gretz told the 
county school board he has reviewed 
the Kids First program, which started 
efforts in Middlesex before he recently 

took office. “I support it 100%. It’s 
based on thorough research. It’s going 
to enhance what we are doing for 
kids,” he said.

Success
Lancaster Primary School began a 

similar early intervention program in 
2012, which Kids First augmented in 
September 2014 by funding a second 

(See Kids First, Page A2)


