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Calculating home finance and design

Reese Bragg and Mary Esten Brown listen carefully as 
architect Randall Kipp of Randall Kipp Architecture 
explains parts of the design process.

“At Chesapeake Academy, 
we know that authentic learn-
ing is most effective at creat-
ing student mastery. And what 
is more authentic than the nuts 
and bolts of mortgages and 
housebuilding,” said assistant 
head of school Julie Keesee.

To pit their math skills 
against a real life scenario, 
eighth-graders are paired with 
fourth-grade clients, who draw 
a job, a location, a family and 
a downpayment amount out of 
a hat. 

To begin the process of 
homebuilding for these 
“clients,” algebra students 
researched salaries for those 
jobs in those locations and 
calculated how much the 
client would qualify for on a 
mortgage, said Keesee. From 
there, algebra students had to 
find out the average price per 
square foot of housing in their 
client’s location, as well as the 
style of housing most common 
in the location.

Using that information, stu-
dents evaluate their budget 
and the region’s price per 
square foot to determine how 
big a house their client could 
reasonably afford. Students 
are now busy working on 
finalizing floor plans, know-
ing that they will need to do a 
CAD model and eventually a 
cardboard model of their plan, 
she said.

Following design princi-
ples can make smaller houses 
“live large.” As students work 
within their budget, they price 
flooring, appliances and any 
“extras” like swimming pools 
that their clients may want. 
Students use a variety of math 
skills in this project: measure-

RCC students tour VCU campus

From left are (front row) Jasmine Noel, Dominick Liles, Glenns Campus student 
activities specialist Charlene Jones, Darnell Harrell and Student Support Services 
administrative assistant Karen Lewis; (next row) counselor Dr. Tanya Oliver, Elizabeth 
Roberts, Tiffany Wilson, counselor Joseph Coleman, Tori Hughes and Raven Beverly. 
Isabella Cashin also participated in the campus tour.

Nine Rappahannock Com-
munity College students 
recently toured Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
on its Transfer Information 
Day. In addition to gathering 
information about available 
instructional programs, they 
observed VCU campus life. 

“We feel that it is important 
for students to be able to phys-
ically see college campuses 
that they are interested in, to 
truly see if it is the right fit for 
them,” said RCC Student Sup-
port Services (SSS) counselor 
Tanya Oliver. 

The tour started with a pre-
sentation at the VCU Transfer 
Center, describing its pro-
grams for prospective stu-
dents. This includes provid-
ing information and support 
to transfer students which 
will enable them, first, to 

establish a strong academic 
foundation for third and 
fourth year work, and then 
to make a smooth transition 
and progress steadily toward 
graduation. Available services 
include pre-admission, transi-
tion advising, evaluation of 
transfer credits and advocacy 
that assists in connecting new 
students to the campus com-
munity. The visiting students 
were encouraged to ask ques-
tions.

After a guided tour and 
lunch, the group attended a 
panel of four current VCU 
students who provided infor-
mation about student activi-
ties, programs of study, ways 
to overcome homesickness 
and the transitions from their 
previous schools.

The tour was set up by Dr. 
Chimene Boone, director of 
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Thomas wins district
Peace Poster contest

Tiffany Thomas

Lancaster Lions Club presi-
dent Eileen Tullner recently 
announced the Peace Poster 
created by Lancaster Middle 
School eighth-grader Tiffany 
Thomas won first prize in the 
District-level competition, and 
will advance to the State finals.

Along with the poster, each 
artist is required to prepare 
a short, written statement 
describing the poster, its mean-
ing and how it represents the 
theme “Celebrate Peace,” said 
Tullner. 

“Peace to me means no 
judgement, love to all and no 
war or hatred whatsoever. My 
peace poster includes symbols 
of peace from many countries 
combined to create a sense of 
diversity and universal accep-
tance,” wrote Thomas.

“I used rainbows because the 
colors are united in harmony 
naturally. I used a God of Peace 
from a country other than my 
own holding a bowl filled with 
peace mangoes and a peace 
symbol flag with a yin yang 
symbol on his right hand. He 
is holding balloons with flag 
designs from various coun-
tries,” she continued. “I am 
celebrating peace, accepting 
diversity and promoting unity 

with the release of these bal-
loons into the universe.”

Thomas previously was rec-
ognized for placing first in the 
local contest. She is a student 
of LMS art teacher Marilyn 
Sprouse. 

Saetbyull Park

St. Margaret’s student
achieves top ACT score

Saetbyull Park, the daugh-
ter of Daniel Park and Maria 
Kim of Warsaw and a senior 
at St. Margaret’s School, 
earned the highest possible 
ACT composite score of 36.

On average, less than one-
tenth of 1% of students who 
take the ACT earn a top 
score. In the U.S. high school 
graduating class of 2016, 
only 2,235 out of nearly 2.1 
million graduates who took 
the ACT earned a composite 
score of 36.

The ACT consists of tests 
in English, mathematics, 
reading and science, each 
scored on a scale of 1–36. A 
student’s composite score is 
the average of the four test 
scores. Some students also 

composite score.
In a letter to the student 

recognizing this exceptional 
achievement, ACT chief exec-
utive officer Marten Roorda 
noted, “Your achievement on 
the ACT is significant and 
rare. While test scores are 
just one of multiple criteria 
that most colleges consider 
when making admission deci-
sions, your exceptional ACT 
composite score should prove 
helpful as you pursue your 
education and career goals.”

ACT test scores are 
accepted by all major U.S. 
colleges. Exceptional scores 
of 36 provide colleges with 
evidence of student readiness 
for the academic rigors that 
lie ahead.

NHS lists
principal’s
honor roll

Northumberland High 
School recently released its 
principal’s honor roll, straight 
As, for the first quarter of the 
2016-17 academic session.

Seniors on the honor roll 
are Jonathan Franklin Clark, 
Laderah Omesha Daye, 
Samantha Grace Fisher, 
David Christopher Henning, 
Austin James Hinton, Jillian 
Sawyer Jett, Thomas Joseph 
Kimmitt, Emily Michaela 
MacLeod, Hannah Brooke 
Mitchell, Alexis Nicolle New-
some, Adrienne Lynn Rogers, 
Saprina Shanice Seldon and 
Matthew Isaac Sprague.

Juniors on the honor roll 
are Hannah Allison, Shannon 
Baker, Khadijah Bea, Savan-
nah Blake, Dillan Buchanan, 
Akira Carlson, Collin Chinn, 
Wesley Clarke, John Hanock, 
Christian Headley, Bro-
heim Jackson, Abby Kiss, 
Denzel Mitchell, Kimberly 
Palka, Mark Ranson, Hannah 
Stout, Lauren Suchan, Lizzie 
Swann, Zachary Swift and 
Morgan Wilson.

Sophomore’s on the honor 
roll are Nicholas Basye, Erin 
Burgess, Guadalupe Castro, 
Madison Clarke, Blake 
Edwards, Latney Hodges, 
Rachel Jackson, Jean Jett, 
Emily McYoung, Annie New-
some, Lotoya Patrick, Anna 
Pitts, Daisy Ramirez-Flores, 
Zoie Sadler, Danielle Sheri-
dan, Kimberly Taylor, Timo-
thy Vanlandingham and Tahi 
Wiggins.

Freshmen on the honor roll 
are Rebecca Baker, Taylor 
Basye, Bernadette Blackwell, 
Bess Blake, Jenna Bramblet, 
Perry Evans, Andrew Hunter, 
Anna Jett, Hector Larios 
Jr., Cameron Lewis, Kelsey 
Moss, Timothy Myers Jr, 
Chloey O’Bier, and Autumn 
Taylor.

Scholarship awarded
Rasul Henderson, a 2016 graduate of Lancaster High School, 
recently received a $500 scholarship from the A.T. Wight 
School Association. From left are president Lloyd Hill and 
Henderson. Henderson is the son of Stacy Kenner of White 
Stone and James Henderson of Weems. He is a business 
management major at Richard Bland College of William & 
Mary.

ment, area, interest rates and 
proportion. In addition, they 
learn to separate wants from 
needs in the decision making 
process. 

Algebra students recently 
spent the afternoon at Randall 
Kipp Architecture with Ran-
dall Kipp and Keith Meberg 
in Irvington to get ideas and 
thoughts on their house build-
ing project. Students asked 
a lot of questions regarding 

satisfying client wants, think-
ing about rooflines and stairs, 
design principles, unique 
ideas and challenges.

“Connecting with profes-
sionals in the community is 
such a huge part of the expe-
rience for our students,” said 
Keesee. 

In January, the architects 
will visit campus to give feed-
back to the students on their 
portfolio and house models.

take the optional ACT writing 
test, but the score for that test 
is reported separately and is 
not included within the ACT 

the SSS program at VCU, who 
formerly served as a counselor 
with RCC’s SSS program. 

The trip was organized by 
the SSS office at RCC. Those 
who participate “get a per-
spective of what it is to be a 
student on that campus,” said 
SSS counselor Joseph Cole-
man. 

Hearing others speak about 
their experiences helps stu-
dents to decide where to trans-
fer after completing an RCC 
associate degree, said Cole-
man.

“VCU is my first choice,” 
declared student Isabella 
Cashin after hearing the pre-
sentations.

“The panel was great,” 
added Tiffany Wilson.
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