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That was 1947. The WSVFD has come a long way 

since then. The original firehouse was built in 

1952 on property located between J. M. Adams 

and Harman Treakle, now home to the Lan-

caster Players. In 1976 the former White Stone 

School was renovated to become the depart-

ment’s new headquarters. Three decades later, 

the volunteers had outgrown the space and, 

with an eye to the future, bought five acres of 

land not far from the present location.

But it was more than just insufficient room that moti-

vated the fire department volunteers to begin working 

toward a new building. In order to attract new volunteers 

to the force and 

engage current 

members to step up 

to leadership roles, 

When the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department (WSVFD) got its first call, the depart-

ment was so new it didn’t yet have a fire truck. The alarm went to Kilmarnock as usual, 

and while waiting for the Kilmarnock volunteers to show up, the White Stone volunteers were 

inspired. The hose they’d purchased for their new fire truck was being stored at the post office, 

and one of the volunteers suggested retrieving it. The White Stone crew hooked up their new 

hose to a hydrant, and by the time the Kilmarnock truck arrived, the fire had been extinguished.

by Karen Newton

  Where There’s a Will, 
There’s a Working 
        Fire Department 

they needed to bring the department into the 

twenty-first century.

Stop one was the office of Randall Kipp, a 

local architect with clients as far flung as 

Germany and Kenya. “They asked me and I 

volunteered in a heartbeat,” Kipp says from 

his contemporary offices in Irvington. “It was 

a chance to make the building modern as well 

as reflect what goes on inside it. Even though it’s 

not, it should feel like a municipal building, like it’s 

owned by the community. It should be more of an “of- 

the-people” symbol using twenty-first-century, yet 

approachable, architecture.”

Kipp felt that the structure needed to be a place for the 

volunteer firefighters to hang out and “feel like they’re 

with their people, with the sense of camaraderie of a  

clubhouse.” He designed it to be a place for the depart-

ment’s trophies and a home to their history, a place to 

gather before and after fires.

The firehouse also serves other vital roles in the commu-

nity. It’s the polling place for the district and will be large 

enough to be used as a shelter in emergency situations 

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department

Randall Kipp, 
local architect,
designed the new  
WSVFD in White Stone.
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such as hurricanes. Perhaps, most importantly, it’s  

where the fundraisers are held that keep the department 

running. Although the WSVFD would cease to operate 

without public funding, fundraisers are crucial since only 

40 percent of the department’s budget comes from the 

county and state. A full commercial kitchen is integral  

to the design because so many of the department’s  

fundraisers involve food.

With an eye toward eventually recruiting paid person-

nel to supplement the all-volunteer staff, the WSVFD also 

had bunk rooms included in the new building. “This is a 

significant financial commitment for our membership,” 

says C. D. Hathaway, treasurer for the WSVFD. “We’re 

planning for this building to be a 75-year building.” While 

the size of the current building is 6,000 square feet, the 

bay for the fire trucks alone will span 6,000 square feet in 

the new space, with close to another 6,000 square feet of 

living space, offices, meeting rooms, storage, and kitchen 

facilities. But don’t expect a fire pole, Kipp says, because 

it’s all on one level. 

Fundraising is integral to the department’s efforts. A 

hake fish breakfast is held every Superbowl Sunday and 

attracts 500–600 people for a robust morning meal. A cash 

raffle is held in the fall. The biggest event is the annual 

Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show, hosted at the fire-

house every March since 1981. Artists and artisans display 

While the size of the current building  

is 6,000 square feet, the bay for the fire trucks 

alone will span 6,000 square feet in the  

new space, with close to another 6,000 square 

feet of living space, offices, meeting rooms,  

storage, and kitchen facilities.  

But don’t expect a fire pole, Kipp says,  

because it’s all on one level. 
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bird-themed works, with all proceeds going to the WSVFD 

operating budget. A highly regarded event that draws 

2,500 visitors from as many as ten states, it’s one of the 

oldest waterfowl shows on the East Coast.

“We’ll be creating another fundraiser once we’re in the 

new building,” Hathaway promises. “We’ll find even more 

ways to use it. We’ve always been very frugal with our fun-

draising dollars because we’re hoping to buy more trucks.” 

For the record, all the WSVFD trucks are—what else?—

white. The only red fire truck White Stone ever had was the 

very first truck, a 1942 Ford pumper, the one that hadn’t 

yet arrived when they got that first call. It was also used to 

fight the fire that nearly destroyed Kilmarnock in 1952.

White Stone handles 80–100 fire calls a year, but as part 

of a mutual aid society, tucks are also dispatched for any 

fire- and smoke-related calls throughout the upper Lan-

caster and Kilmarnock areas. Depending on the extent of 

the fire, White Stone fire trucks may even be dispatched to 

Deltaville and Middlesex County. Firefighting aside, much 

of the volunteers’ time is spent giving public safety  

demonstrations and instruction throughout the region.

Recruitment is key. “It’s become more difficult in the 

past few years because people have more obligations with 

second jobs and other obligations such as Boy Scouts of 

America and even Little League,” Hathaway says.  

Junior volunteers are accepted at sixteen years of age 

White Stone handles 80–100 fire calls  

a year, but as part of a mutual aid society,  

tucks are also dispatched for any fire- and 

smoke-related calls throughout the upper  

Lancaster and Kilmarnock areas.

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department
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and regular membership begins at age twenty-one. “But 

you don’t have to be young to join. There’s something for 

everyone to do because we spend more time training and 

fundraising than anything else. Our budget exceeds that of 

the towns of White Stone and Irvington, so things need to 

be done all year round. This is a business.”

Agreeing wholeheartedly with that sentiment is Kipp. 

“It’s very important to local residents that they stay in 

business and do well.” As a local resident himself, he gave 

up 80 percent of his fee because of his belief in and com-

mitment to the project.

If everything continues on track, there’ll be a ceremonial 

groundbreaking in late spring, followed by a nine- to ten-

month construction period before a big open house event 

for the community to christen the new station. You can 

count on the firefighters donning their traditional dress 

blues for the occasion, the same dress blues they wear for 

the Christmas and Fourth of July parades.

“There’s a strong sense of camaraderie in the fire depart-

ment,” Hathaway says with pride. “We do a lot of good for 

the community.”

Our thanks to local architect Randall Kipp for suggesting this story. Go to kipparchitecture.com to learn more about Randall. 

The Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show benefits 
 the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department.   
All proceeds from the show go towards the  fire  
department’s annual operating expenses. 

Original paintings, prints, carvings of life-size  
and miniature birds of all kinds, decoys for display 
or hunting, antique decoys, exquisite bronze  
sculptures, photography, taxidermy, and hand-
crafted jewelry are all available to purchase or 
enjoy viewing.

Exhibitors come from Vermont to Florida and  
most exhibitors return each year. New exhibitors 
are selected who enhance the show’s reputation  
of having a high quality art show. 

The Rappahannock River  
Waterfowl Show is an unique  art 
festival showcasing wildfowl art.

FOR TICKETS CALL 804-435-6355, OR EMAIL: INFO@RRWS.ORG.




