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IRVINGTON—Joe Forrester had 
just sat down to read his Rappahan-
nock Record Thursday afternoon, 
April 6, when he heard the pinging of 
what he thought was hail hitting his 
windows. Actually, it was the sound 
of dozens of pine cones striking his 
house, roof and windows as the wind 
began to whip in Irvington. 

Then there was that distinctive 
roar, the sound of a train, that every-
one who’s ever survived a tornado 
describes. 

Forrester was fortunate. His brick 
rancher on Edgewood Lane escaped 

damage, while all around his home 
limbs were scattered, electric poles 
leaned, live power lines dragged 
the ground and giant pine trees laid 
across roofs. 

Across the street from Forrester a 
few hours later, Benny Bowen and 
George Cann cut a large pine tree into 
chunks. It had crushed the front porch 
of Bowen’s house and fell across his 
home to poke a hole in his neighbor’s 
roof. 

The buzz of chainsaws and the 
hectic chatter of workmen could be 
heard across the tiny waterfront town 
late into the evening last Thursday as 
residents dug through the damage and 

debris left behind by an EF-1 tornado 
that moved through the area around 
12:30 p.m. In an EF-1 tornado, winds 
can reach up to 90 miles per hour. 

Although all of Lancaster County, 
along with most of eastern Virginia, 
was under a tornado watch that after-
noon, the greatest danger for the 
Northern Neck, according to weather 
forecasters, was for a severe thun-
derstorm and damaging straight line 
winds. 

“I had just got home from the post 
office, hadn’t even fixed my lunch, 
and sat down to read the paper, when 

Several area churches plan Easter sunrise services for Sunday, 
April 16. Listed here are those that provided information about 

their plans.
All of the services are open to the public and will be held at the 

hosting church unless otherwise noted. For more Holy Week obser-
vances, see church pages B5-B8.

Easter sunrise services will be held by:
• Abiding Faith Baptist, 83 Bluff Point Road, Kilmarnock, 7 a.m.
• Angel Visit Baptist Church, Dunnsville, 6 a.m.
• Bethel/Emmanuel UMC, end of Morattico Road, Morattico, 

6:15 a.m.
• Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church, 3712 Weems  

waterfront, 6:15 a.m. 
• Corrottoman Baptist Church, The Parsonage, 1125 Levelgreen 

Road, Lancaster, 8 a.m. 
• Historic White Marsh Church, 11040 Mary Ball Road, 

Brookvale, 7 a.m.
• Irvington UMC, 26 King Carter Drive, Irvington, 7 a.m.
• Kilmarnock UMC, Camp Kekoka, 1083 Boy’s Camp Road,  

6:30 a.m.
• Mount Vernon Baptist, 269 James Wharf Road, White Stone, 

6:30 a.m.
• St. Mary’s Whitechapel and Trinity Episcopal, 6:30 a.m., 

SMWC Labyrinth, 5940 White Chapel Road, Lancaster. Bring a 
folding chair.

• White Stone Baptist Church, 549 Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone, 7 a.m.

• Wicomico UMC, 5060 Jessie duPont Memorial Highway,  
Wicomico Church, 6:30 a.m.

Area churches to hold
Easter sunrise services

WHITE STONE—Earth moving began in January and 
construction soon after at the site of the White Stone Volun-
teer Fire Department’s new firehouse on Chesapeake Drive. 

Firemen should be in the facility by November, accord-
ing to White Stone volunteer fireman and town mayor 
Randy Reeves. 

A ceremonial ground breaking was held at the 5.22-acre 
site last Wednesday with builders from Norman Company 
Inc., general contractors of Mechanicsville, and architect 
Randall Kipp of Irvington. Tara Delaney of the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the major 
lender for the project, also attended.

The new firehouse is almost directly across from the 
current WSVFD facility and on property purchased by 

WSVFD in 2010. An older house on the land was demol-
ished and donated fill dirt was spread. The dirt was donated 
by Walmart in Kilmarnock and came from its construction 
project, said Reeves.

Designed by Randall Kipp, the new 12,026-square-foot 
firehouse will include a 6,313-square-foot apparatus room, 
a 3,203-square-foot assembly room and 2,510-square-foot 
operation room. It includes three bays, meeting rooms, 
bathrooms and a kitchen. 

Funding for the $1.8 million building comes from fund-
raising projects and loans through the USDA’s Rural Devel-
opment program, said Reeves. 

The old firehouse has served the WSVFD for over 40 
years and was originally part of the White Stone School, 
housing classrooms for first and fifth graders and the caf-
eteria, he said.

From left, Kent Watson, David Norman, Rick Fisher, Steve Norman, Randall Kipp, Mike Ercelino, Ran 
Reeves, Randy Reeves, Jason Bellows and Lloyd B. Hubbard participated in a ceremonial groundbreaking 
at the site of the new White Stone firehouse. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone VFD holds ceremonial
groundbreaking for new firehouse 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—Replacing Lancaster’s schools could cost an estimated 
$71 million according to an ad hoc school facilities committee that has been 
addressing the issue for 18-months.

Reporting to the school board on April 6, committee chairman Jimmie Carter, 
Bob Moje of VMDO Architects in Charlottesville, and committee member 
George Bott recommended the county build a new high school and middle 
school and renovate the existing middle school facility for elementary classes. 

Bott said the county would have to raise the real estate tax rate by three cents 
to implement the recommendations. 
He suggested the county start with 
a one-cent tax rate increase this 
year. Bott also said the restructur-
ing of school funding will allow the 
schools to put 27% down on a loan. 

“If you’re going to change your 
schools, why not think about it pro-
actively and get ahead of the curve 
and look at how you can maximize 
the benefits down the road for your 
school system and community,” said 
Moje. 

If the county builds three separate 
schools, the primary school, pre-
kindergarten to grade 5, would cost 
an estimated $30.93 million, the 
middle school, grades 6 to 8, would cost an estimated $18.81 million, and the 
high school, grades 9-12, would cost $32.12 million, totaling $81.86 million. 

Carter previously said, “We think there are functional savings to be had if we 
had the schools combined and close together, especially with auditoriums and 
kitchens. There is a long term benefit for consolidating the schools.” 

Combining the middle and high schools is estimated at $44.28 million. To con-
vert the existing middle school to an elementary school is estimated at $26.55 
million, for a total estimate of $70.83 million. The estimates do not include the 
purchase of property, future maintenance and bus facilities. 

“When you look at school costs, it’s not just what it costs to build the school. 
Most of the costs occur over the life of the school, so you have the cost to build 
and the cost to operate,” said Carter. 

The committee recommends the county and school board create a centralized 
campus with access to Kilmarnock’s central water and sewer, he said. 

The committee also recommends the schools be designed as lifelong learning 
and fitness resources for all citizens with capabilities for future technologies.

“The committee feels that we should be aspirational and that it makes sense 
for the taxpayers of Lancaster County to build a new integrated high school 
and middle school and renovate the existing middle school into an elementary 
school. When we run the numbers, we think that this is the best bang for the 
buck and we think that the cost savings over time warrant that and that is what 
we propose based on the findings and research we have done over the past year-
and-a-half,” said Carter. 

Facilities committee
recommends $71 million
fix for Lancaster Schools

The Lancaster school board will 
conduct a public hearing Tuesday, 
April 18, to solicit input on the school 
facilities proposal regarding the rec-
ommendations put forth by the school 
facilities committee.

The meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. at the LCPS Annex, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

Now seeking
public comment

by Madison White Franks

Patrick Player and Chris Faulk of Lee Electrical Construction remove pine trees on Edgewood Lane for 
better access to a fallen electrical pole and downed power lines. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Afternoon turns eventful 
for those in path of tornado

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

SCHOOL FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT, continued on page A2

TORNADO, continued on page A8
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA and RCCF

New Art Exhibit April 4 - 29
Beauty in Bloom

Moje explained a vari-
ety of cost factors in build-
ing new schools. He said the 
current estimate assumes a 
13% growth of student body 
if new schools are built, the 
cost of solar panels required to 
include sustainable technolo-
gies such as net-zero energy to 
save on utility costs to directly 
benefit education, and a pre-K 
program for new construction/
renovation of the LCPS Annex 
that would accommodate seven 
classrooms for up to 126 stu-
dents. 

Based on square footage 
recommendations from the 
Virginia Department of Educa-
tion, if the county renovates the 
current schools, extra square 
footage would be needed, said 
Moje. 

If the county only wants to 
renovate the current schools, 
estimates would be $13.4 mil-
lion for the primary school, 
$14.8 million for the middle 
school and $16.0 million for 
the high school.

 “If you fix part of [the 
schools], you would have 
another set of issues shortly 
thereafter,” said Moje. “Reno-
vating would keep you where 
you already are and to some 
extent go backwards.... Reno-
vations do not make sense for 
you,” he said. 

Moje said extensive renova-
tions often approach or equal 
costs of new construction, 
with the added complication 
of working around existing 
school operations. 

“Aim for the highest that 
you can imagine and dare to 
try to achieve something really 
good,” he said.

Describing the work of the 
committee, Carter said, “We 
developed a mission statement 
that said that our mission was 
to assist the school board and 
ultimately the board of super-
visors with creating a func-
tional and financially respon-
sible plan for new schools.” 

“We have the most outdated 
schools within the region, most 
of the counties have already 
gone through this process,” he 
said. 

Carter said that if the county 
does not have good schools, it 
hurts the economic growth of 
the community. 

“Studies show that schools 
equal an economic develop-
ment catalyst,” said Moje. 

“We know that building 
schools is a once in a lifetime 
event,” said Carter. 

Discussion has been focused 
on two possible sites in the 
Kilmarnock area. One is off 
Harris Road across from the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA 
and the other extends from the 
current middle school towards 
James B. Jones Memorial 
Highway. 

“We have reason to believe 
that there are good sites and we 
have other sites,” said Carter. 

He also recommended that 
another committee be formed 
to consider site location to 
include Kilmarnock’s zoning 
and planning administrator 
Marshall Sebra, Welby Saun-
ders, David Jones and Ben 
Burton, an engineer with Bay 
Design. 

“The county has to buy land 
that will accommodate all 
future uses [for the schools],” 
said Carter. 

“One thing I am for is the 
students and the people of this 
county. I love this county,” 
said committee member Char-
lie Costello. “If we don’t have 
good schools to raise our stu-
dents up to be the very best, 
we will have nothing. They are 
the key to everything from now 
on,” he added. 

“I’ve been a yes person from 
the beginning,” said commit-
tee member Susan Pittman. “It 
is so logical to do this and no 
matter what part of the county 
you live in, no matter what 
stage of life you are in, this is 
important as well as so far past 
the need stage. 

“Where we are at today is 
just hoping that you can take 
the work that we have done and 
move forward with it and pres-
ent it to the supervisors,” she 
said. 

“No one else is going to 
have the guts that you all have 
to push this forward and I hope 

you have the guts because it is 
worthwhile, it’s worthwhile for 
today, it’s worthwhile tomor-
row. And I think that a big 
thing is that as a county, we 
cannot afford not to do this,” 
said Pittman. 

“This is a must and it is 
something that will not be 
regretted,” said committee 
member Edna Davenport. 

“From the students’ perspec-
tive, they perceive a lack of 
investment from the board of 
supervisors or from this county 
in their school system. They feel 
as though they are on the back 
burner because of the retire-
ment community,” said com-
mittee member Saunders. “I’m 
excited because I think that with 
this committee, with the leader-
ship of the school board and the 
board of supervisors, there is a 
push [to build schools].” 

“The students want this, the 
working class wants this and I 
think the retirees want this,” he 
said. 

“From the board of super-
visors’ standpoint, from one 
member that will be voting on 
this, I have always said that we 
have to think about the future 
of our county, not just look-
ing out today but 20 to 30 
years from now because we are 
building schools for our kids 
and grandkids,” said commit-
tee member and county super-
visor Jason Bellows.

“We are laggers in this 
county for a lot of reasons but 
in this case I think it puts us in 
a great position because we are 
last to the table but being last 
to the table means we get to do 
something special and some-
thing different that is different 
from anyone else and makes 
us stand out for when we do 
that. When I do get to vote on 
something and spend taxpay-
ers’ money, I vote for the best 
investment, not the cheapest. 
I want to do it right the first 
time,”  said Bellows.

“Let’s do this process right 
from the start, let’s invest in 
our future, and let’s take the 
work that this committee has 
done and continue moving this 
county forward,” he said. 

IRVINGTON—The Irvington Town Council will meet at 
6:30 p.m. tonight, April 13, at Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

A public hearing will be held on the town’s proposed compre-
hensive plan.

Agenda items also include an update on tornado damage and 
repairs, discussion of an ordinance for planned unit development 
guidelines and an update on obtaining an audit. 

A closed session is planned for review of contract bids.

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council will 
meet at 7 p.m. Monday, April 17, at Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

The agenda will include a public hearing on a planning com-
mission recommendation to allow short-term vacation rentals 
by conditional use permit in the R-1 residential district; and by 
right in the R-2 residential district, the C-2 limited commercial 
district, the C-1 general commercial district, and the Steptoe’s 
overlay district. 

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors will 
hold a public hearing on the proposed $16.3 million budget for 
fiscal year 2017-18 on Thursday, April 20.

The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. 

LANCASTER—The planning commission for Lancaster 
County will hold two public hearings on April 20. The meeting 
will convene at 7 p.m. at the County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Legacy Holdings, LLC, has applied for a change in zoning 
district from agricultural (A-2) to residential general (R-1) for 
a 0.52-acre parcel at 13257 Mary Ball Road near Good Luck 
Road.

A second public hearing will be held on updates to the fiscal 
year 2017-22 capital improvement projects. A listing of project 
requests can be found on the county website lancova.com and is 
also available at the county offices. 

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 18, at the LCPS Annex, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

The board will hold a public hearing to solicit input on build-
ing new schools for the county and the recommendations brought 
forth by the school facilities committee. 

The board also will hear from acting principal of the high 
school Barbara Bohannon. 

RICHMOND—The State Corporation Commission 
will hold public hearings on a lawsuit to halt Dominion Power’s 
plan to construct 10 new towers across the Rappahannock River. 

The lawsuit, brought by William Barnhardt and joined by Lan-
caster County, is seeking to have Dominion install underwater 
cables.

The hearings, which are expected to last several weeks, are 
scheduled to begin at 10 a.m., Tuesday, April 18, at the Tyler 
Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond.

KILMARNOCK—March 
winds blew some rough times 
for farmer Carolyn Quinn. While 
spending a great deal of time 
trying to rezone her property 
from residential to agriculture, 
she suspected someone was 
stealing money from her roadside 
stand.

After months of attending 
county meetings, Dug In Farms 
on Fleet’s Bay Road near Kilmar-
nock, was rezoned by supervisors 
March 30. While the property 
has a history of farming, several 
years ago the area was rezoned to 
residential.

Quinn, who wanted to add a 
few hogs to her vegetable and 
chicken operations, needed to 
change things back. Supervi-
sors asked her to take a month 
and consider a special excep-
tion permit, instead, which is not 
transferable while zoning desig-
nation transfers with the property. 

When Quinn decided to take 
the path to rezone, it passed unan-

Dug In Farms: Rezoning successful;
mystery of the missing money solved

by Audrey Thomasson

A bird attempted to set up 
housekeeping in this “honor 
box” at Dug In Farms.

imously.
Meanwhile, Quinn was return-

ing home to discover money was 
missing from an “honor box” at 
her roadside stand, a convenience 
she maintains for shoppers when 
no one is there to man the booth. 

“Everyone told me it was 
inevitable” that money would be 
stolen, said Quinn. 

“I wasn’t sure what to do. The 
honor box is a symbol of pride to 
me and to so many of my custom-
ers. It represents that we live in a 
community that is trusting and 
trustworthy. And now that faith 
and pride was shattered,” she said.

But then dollar bills started 
turning up in her fields. She also 
found cash on the ground beneath 
the honor box and coins scattered 
in her driveway. Even her dog 
got into the act, trotting up with a 
dollar bill in his mouth.

When Quinn inspected the 
box, she found a few bills still 
inside, tucked in with some twigs 
and grass.

The thief turned out to be a 
bird who had a very particular 
taste about the cash it wanted to 
use to feather it’s nest.

A brick now sits on top of 
the box—at least during nesting 
season, says Quinn.

“I have to laugh knowing that 
somewhere on the property is a 
hardworking, but disappointed 
starling and probably a nest lined 
in dollar bills,” she said. 

School facilities committee report
continued from page A1

The Agenda
Local Government News

■ Lost and found
The Animal Welfare League of the Northern Neck is seek-

ing the owner of a sum of money that was found at the AWL 
Thrift Shop, 75 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, about a month 
ago. Contact Judy Harvell at the Thrift Shop, or 435-0822, if it 
belongs to you. 

NEWS BREAK

■ Town hall meeting slated
Indivisible Essex will conduct a community-wide town hall 

meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 20, at Essex High 
School, 833 High School Circle, Tappahannock. 

The town hall meeting will allow residents from Virginia’s 
First Congressional District to voice their concerns regarding 
legislation that impacts national security, tax reform, Social 
Security, Medicare and the Chesapeake Bay. 
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

AlAskA the last Frontier
september 6-17, 2017

Fabulous 11 day cruise/tour.  
Marvel at the beautiful 
glaciers, view bears in their 
own habitat, pan for gold. 

A vacation of a lifetime!

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

— Make the most  out  of  them —

WATER
LAND &

AIR
The Nor ther n Neck’s

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
12 individuals.
Felonies

Joshua E. Luckett, 27, of North was charged 
April 3 for petit larceny that was enhanced to a 
felony.

Demar A. Davenport, 27, of Heathsville was 
charged April 4 with the felony of possessing a 
firearm by a convicted felon and reckless han-
dling of a firearm.

Kevin O. Fauntleroy, 31, of Warsaw was 
charged April 5 with the felony of possessing a 
firearm by a convicted felon and reckless hand-
ing of a firearm. 

William A. Pierce, 26, of Hatton Avenue was 
charged April 8 with the felony of revocation of 
a suspended sentence and probation.

Keith L. Gaskins, 33, of River Road was 
charged April 8 with felony hit and run that 
resulted in personal injury, driving under the 
influence of intoxicates and reckless driving.
Misdemeanors

A Buzzards Neck Road woman, 37, was 
charged April 3 with obtaining money by false 
pretenses and shoplifting under $200.

A Gemini Road man, 53, was charged April 3 
with contempt of court.

A Mary Ball Road man, 65, was charged 
April 4 with public intoxication and violation of 
a protective order.

A Courtney Road man, 44, was charged April 
5 with violation of a protective order.

A Christ Church Road man, 23, was charged 
April 7 with contempt of court.

A Level Green Road man, 60, was charged 
April 7 with contempt of court.

A White Chapel Road woman, 44, was 
charged April 8 with trespassing.
Activity report

April 3: Staff responded to the 8600 block of 
Courthouse Road for a domestic disturbance, to 
the 100 block of Old Orchard Road to investi-
gate stolen license plate decals, to the 100 block 
of Dawson Drive to investigate credit fraud and 
obtaining money by false pretenses, to the 100 
block of Cove Creek Court for the reckless use 
of a firearm and vandalism, to Twin Branch 
Road for the report of mentally ill person and 
assault, and to the 500 block of Southport Lane 
to assist Kilmarnock Police department (KPD) 
with a trespasser.

April 4: Staff responded to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for a two-vehicle 
traffic crash, to a walk-in report of obtaining 
money by false pretenses, to Rappahannock 
Drive in White Stone for a subject in the ditch, 
to a walk-in report of identity fraud, to the 800 
block of Rappahannock Drive to investigate the 
theft of fuel without paying, and to the 18300 
block of Mary Ball Road for a burglary in prog-
ress.

April 5: Staff responded to Riverwood Drive 
and Atkins Lane for a single-vehicle traffic 
crash, to the 300 block of Woods Drive for a 
domestic disturbance involving alcohol, to the 
700 block of Queenstown Road for an unat-
tended death, to the 100 block of Dixie Avenue 
to assist KPD with the report of loud music, 
vulgar language and fighting.

April 6: Staff responded to the 1300 block 
of Windmill Point Road for a possible theft of 
property and a rental issue, to several weather-

related incidents in the county due to a tornado, 
to the 3700 block of Weems Road to assist with 
traffic at a possible structure fire.

April 7: Staff responded to the 100 block of 
Fox Hill Drive to assist KPD with the report of 
a stolen automobile which was found crashed 
on Bluff Point Road, to the 300 block of North 
Main Street to assist KPD with a single-vehicle 
traffic crash, to the 600 block of Bogey Neck 
Road to assist Northumberland County Sher-
iff ’s Office (NCSO) with a fight in progress, to 
Turner Lane for a noise violation caused by loud 
music, and to the 100 block of Pitman Cove for 
a possible burglary.

April 8: Staff responded to the 1200 block of 
Iberis Road for a domestic disturbance, to the 
600 block of Rappahannock Drive for a suspi-
cious vehicle occupied by four people, to the 
Norris Bridge for a disabled vehicle causing a 
traffic hazard, to the 400 block of Twin Branch 
Road for a domestic disturbance involving a 
mentally ill subject, to the 100 block of Whisk 
Drive for a stolen cellphone, to the 4400 block 
of Northumberland Highway to assist NCSO 
with the report of large crowd involved in a 
domestic disturbance, and to the Norris Bridge 
for a large pothole and debris causing a traffic 
hazard.

April 9: Staff responded to the 8600 block 
of Mary Ball Road for juveniles trespassing 
after they had been asked to leave, to the 8600 
block of Mary Ball Road for a missing juvenile 
who was located later that early morning, to the 
20300 block of Mary Ball Road for a disorderly 
subject possibly under the influence of narcot-
ics, and to Christ Church and Weems roads for a 
distress signal sent out by Sirius XM.

Staff also conducted 21 traffic stops, issued six 
summonses, assisted five motorists, recorded a 
deer strike accident, handled four calls for traf-
fic control, investigated eight building alarms, 
processed a mental health order, logged seven 
inmate transports, received four E911 hang-up 
calls and fielded two calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

White Stone, Kilmarnock and Upper Lan-
caster volunteer fire departments responded to 
tornado/weather related incidents in Irvington 
and along Mary Ball Road.

White Stone VFD also responded to a traf-
fic crash at the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge, an oil spill on Methodist Church Road, 
a cat stuck up a tree on Johns Neck Road. 

Kilmarnock VFD also responded to a traf-
fic crash at Riverwood Drive and Atkins Lane, 
an electrical fire on Weems Road, a fire/smoke 
alarm on Gascony Lane and a traffic crash on 
North Main Street.

Kilmarnock VFD and White Stone VFD also 
responded to a structure fire on Rappahannock 
Drive and downed power lines on James Lane.

Upper Lancaster VFD and Kilmarnock VFD 
also responded to a forest fire on Mocking Bird 
Lane and a structure fire on Riverwood Drive.

RICHMOND—Virgin ia 
Conservation Police Senior 
Officer Kenneth R. Wil-
liams has been named The 
National Association of State 
Boating Law Administrators 
(NASBLA) Boating Officer of 
the Year for 2016. 

Senior Officer Williams’ 
outstanding efforts in boating 
safety education and boating 
law enforcement, as well as 
his dedication to training as a 
member of the boating cadre, 
were all an integral part of his 
selection. Williams is assigned 
to Northumberland County.

“Ken engages in numerous 
boater education opportuni-
ties in and around the North-
ern Neck of Virginia, where he 
uses his expertise to provide 

instruction and education to 
the public. His knowledge and 
understanding of the boating 
laws make him a very effective 
enforcement officer as well as 
an instructor and mentor for our 
new officers,” said Major Scott 
Naff, law enforcement assistant 
chief of operations for the Vir-
ginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries.

Senior Officer Williams has 
served the boating community 
in the Northern Neck since 
2006. He conducted 35 on-
water boat patrols and 101 boat 
inspections on the Chesapeake 
Bay and its tributaries in a five-
county area in 2016. Williams 
is a certified criminal justice 
instructor and serves on the 
agency’s boating training cadre. 

Officer Williams led his district 
with 30 boating arrests, five of 
which were alcohol related.

During 2016, Williams also 
assisted emergency manage-
ment personnel with inventory-
ing debris and placing hazard 
markers in the Rappahannock 
River in the aftermath of a 
tornado; assisted the Virginia 
Port Authority when a cargo 
ship lost a portion of its load 
in the Chesapeake Bay; and he 
responded to a distress call in 
the Coan River that resulted in 
the rescue of a sailboat opera-
tor through rough waters and 
extreme wind chill.

NASBLA is a national orga-
nization that works to develop 
public policy for recreational 
boating safety. 

FREDERICKSBURG—The 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation this week reported 
motorists can anticipate brief 
delays on Route 3 at the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
over the Rappahannock River 
through today, Thursday, April 
13.

Work continues on a $12.8 
million painting project of the 
bridge’s three center spans, 
according to Kelly Hannon. 
The project contractor is 
installing the platform system 
required to paint the bridge, as 
well as temporary traffic signal 
equipment.

Maintenance work also 
has been underway nightly to 
make concrete repairs to the 
bridge deck travel surface, said 
Hannon.

Through today, there will 
be single lane closures from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. for the painting 
project; and 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. for 
bridge deck surface repairs.

Cleaning and painting the 
bridge’s center spans will pro-
tect its structural steel elements 
and prevent deterioration and 
corrosion, said Hannon. An 
activation date for the tempo-
rary traffic signal equipment 
has not yet been set.

Highway work, routinely, is 
temporarily suspended during 
holiday peak travel times.
Other roads

Meanwhile, VDOT announced 
motorists this week also can 
expect brief delays on:

• Jessie duPont Memorial 
Highway near Goodluck Road. 
Traffic will be reduced to a 
single lane from 7:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. through Friday for utility 
and permit work. Flaggers will 
direct motorists through the 
work zone.

• Courthouse Road from the 
Lancaster and Northumber-
land County line to Knights 
Run Road. Flaggers will direct 
motorists from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
through the mobile work zone.

• Hampton Hall Road from 
the Hampton Hall Creek bridge 
to Northumberland Highway. 
Flaggers will direct motorists 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. through 
the mobile work zone.

• Mundy Point Road from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for a paving 
operation.

Painting and 
deck work get 
underway on 
Norris Bridge

Virginia Conservation Police Senior Officer Kenneth R. Williams. Photo courtesy of the 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

CPO Williams named 2017 
Boating Officer of the Year
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Call 804-443-6400 or 1-800-543-8701  
to make an appointment for this exciting new treatment.

Advanced Pain Relief 
is now available and is offered at the 
practice of Dr. Ronald M. Landess 
& Associates. The new K.laser is a 
Drug Free, Surgery free painless laser 
solution. This helps with all types of 
pain, inflammation, Neuropathy and 
other conditions.

The Town of Irvington wishes to thank everyone who responded to  
our needs on April 6th when the EF1 tornado came through our town.  

We are very grateful to:

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department

Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department
Fairfield Volunteer Fire Department

Kilmarnock/Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad

Lancaster County Emergency Services
York County Department of Fire and Life Safety

Lancaster County Sheriff ’s Office
Lancaster County Building Official
Middlesex County Building Official
Essex County Emergency Services

Virginia Department of Emergency Management
Virginia Department of Transportation

Virginia State Police
York County/Poquoson Sheriff ’s Office

Virginia Dominion Power
American Red Cross

Virginia Dominion Power/Clean Harbors
Village Improvement Association

We thank them and all the good Samaritans that pitched in  
to help us through this crisis.

With great appreciation,  
From Mayor Ralph D. Ransone and Town Council Members  
Kathleen Pollard, Mike Bombay, Jerry Latell, Michael Merrill,  

Wayne Nunnally and Frances Westbrook

Courthouse plumbing presents challenges

From left, attorney Jim Breeden, legal secretary Lynn 
Moubray and attorney Kenny Kunkle inspect the condition 
of the ladies room. The facility has been torn up and the 
sprinkler system taped over since last December.

Plumbing pipes are exposed in the ladies room stall.

by Audrey Thomasson

HEATHSVILLE—Bill New-
borg of Metrocast on April 6 
described the company’s services 
to the Northumberland board of 
supervisors, reported Northum-
berland County administrator 
Luttrell Tadlock. 

Metrocast provides cable, 
phone and internet services. The 
county’s franchise agreement 
is for 25 homes per mile. Most 
other localities franchises in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia are 
for 30 homes per mile. He stated 
that if someone is interested in 
the Metrocast services and they 
are further than 500 to 800 feet 
from existing access, they will 
inspect the site and give an esti-
mate. 

If the individual(s) is/are still 
interested then they will do a 
full blown estimate that will look 
at designing the system in great 
detail. Once the estimate is given, 
it is firm and good for 60 days.

All construction is done by 
contractors and pricing may be 
changed by them, which does not 
occur often, reported Tadlock. 

Design requirements inter-
nally change as well because of 
FCC requirements and keeping 
up with the demands of the cus-
tomer. These things cause the 
price to be adjusted accordingly. 

Tadlock reported that New-
borg said that it is an expensive 
process to build the system and 
maintain all requirements. Any-
thing between 20-25 homes per 
mile may get looked at, but it has 
to be approved by the corporate 
office. 

“Anything beyond that is the 
customer’s cost and Metrocast 
would cease to exist if they build 
down to 10 homes per mile,” said 
Tadlock.

Newborg had been invited to 
the meeting by the board super-
visors. 
Other items 

The supervisors adopted a 

resolution honoring Dr. Gregory 
Haugan for being an active part 
in the Northumberland commu-
nity by serving on the Northum-
berland Public Library Board, 
the local YMCA board, the Nor-
thumberland Association of Pro-
gressive Stewardship (NAPS) 
board and leading courses at the 
Rappahannock Institute for Life-
long Learning. 

They recognized Haugan for 
volunteering countless hours of 
his time aiding Northumberland 
County with the expansion of the 
county’s two sewer plants, pre-
paring an after action analysis for 
Hurricane Isabel for the county, 
and aided in the updating of the 
comprehensive plan as well as 
the zoning ordinance. 

The board also proclaimed 
April 6 World War I Remem-
brance Day in the County of 
Northumberland. The date marks 
100 years since America declared 
war against Germany and entered 
into World War I.

Metrocast practices explained
for Northumberland supervisors

by Madison White Franks

Correction
In the April 6 edition, an article on the problem of illegal 

dumping in Lancaster County included a statement regarding 
Northumberland County refuse stations accepting items at their 
dump site which are not accepted in Lancaster. The statement 
should have designated “cut tires” and the comment was made 
by Charlie Costello.

Grand Opening of our 
Deltaville Cottage

Thursday, April 13 at 10a.m.
Opening day - Pick an Easter Egg 

for a discount off any item!

804-776-8444
17410 Gen. Puller Hwy.  •  Deltaville

10am – 5pm Thurs. - Sat • 11am – 3pm Sunday
10am – 5pm Monday

where treasures are found

LANCASTER—It’s been 
called the “jewel of the 
county.” Yet, inside the coun-
ty’s newest building—the $4.5 
million courthouse—half the 
restrooms are malfunctioning, 
ceiling tiles have been removed 
in several areas, plumbing 
pipes are on display inside and 
outside the building, the floor-
ing tiles are gone in the wom-
en’s public restroom and flush-
ing a toilet may result in water 
spraying into the face.

Almost since move-in day 
December 8, 2010, the women’s 
public restroom has not func-
tioned properly. 

After months of employee 
complaints of raw sewage odors 
in offices, last December, work-
ers jack-hammered the floor of 
the ladies room and ripped into 
walls to get to pipes. Four months 
later, it is still in disarray. But the 
fix may have caused more prob-
lems.

Employees report the toilets 
on the Circuit Court side of the 
building stopped functioning 
two weeks ago in the Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s office, clerk’s 
office, jury room and judges 
chambers. Judges are forced to 
use the facilities in the prisoner 
holding cells.

Last week, unpleasant fumes 
spread to more offices and the 
lobby where people arrive for 
court. At least one employee 
went home sick, although it is 
unknown if her illness is related.

Victims advocate Towsey 
Yount said she’s been counsel-
ing victims and families in a 
foul-smelling environment for 
months. 

“We’ve had problems from day 
one,” said Lynn Moubray, legal 
secretary in the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s office. 

Court employees have been 
living with sewer back-ups and 
toilets that never flushed properly, 
including one that sprays up, she 
said.

A septic tank specialist’s 
inspection revealed a slight rise 
in a sewer line that should be 
flowing downhill and larger pipes 
connecting to smaller pipes, 
resulting in blockage. 

According to county adminis-
trator Frank Pleva, to fix the prob-
lem, “…we would have to tear up 
the flooring in the circuit court-
room. In a perfect world, you’d rip 
up all the floors, but we just don’t 
have the time. We’d have to work 
around the court schedule.”

Instead, crews are rerouting 
new sewer lines overhead with a 
grind and pump system that will 
take sewage through the ceiling. 

“The missing ceiling tiles are a 
result of rerouting the line,” said 
Pleva. 

To accommodate the upward 
flow, the toilets will be replaced 
with $1,000 versions that include 
a grinder. By rerouting the 
plumbing, Pleva estimated total 
cost between $60,000 to $80,000 
with a time frame of six weeks to 
complete.

“We are waiting to get it all 
done at once,” he said. “To our 
knowledge, it should take care of 
flushing the system if it needs it.”

He noted structural problems 

involving sub-contractors must 
go through the builder, David 
Nice Builders of Williamsburg.

Pleva blamed inferior work-
manship on a state requirement to 
accept the lowest bid. He cited a 
number of construction problems 
he’s encountered over his career 
as a result of the “low bid” rule. 
The code has changed somewhat 
in recent years, he added.

One courthouse visitor was so 
frustrated with the unsafe condi-
tion in the ladies room, a com-
plaint was filed with Occupa-
tional, Safety and Health Admin-

istration (OSHA).
The local health department 

referred questions to the county 
offices. However, the county’s 
new building inspector, Ernie 
Sadler, was out of the office due 
to the weather incident in Irving-
ton last week and training earlier 
this week. 

A call to the Three Rivers Dis-
trict triggered a response from the 
Virginia Department of Health in 
Richmond into whether there are 
health concerns or if violations 
occurred.

“Violations would only occur 
if sewage is overflowing onto 
the ground outside or inside the 
building,” said Virginia Depart-
ment of Health, Onsite Sewage 
and Water Services, environ-
mental health coordinator Lance 
Gregory. He couldn’t say whether 
sewer fumes pose a health risk 
without inspection.

Other challenges
The courthouse plumbing 

problems are just one of the 
issues with the facility. One of 
the most frequent complaints is 
the inability to hear proceedings. 
Architectural designs mixed high 
ceilings with overhead HVAC 
blowers and a sound system that 
doesn’t pick up voices unless 
people speak directly into the 
microphone. 

During voir dire, potential 
jurors complain they can’t hear 
the judge. Attorneys and defen-
dants lean over the desk or cup 
their ear in an effort to hear. 
During trial, jurors have said they 
can’t hear witnesses just a few 
feet away.

While a device is offered to 
assist the hearing-impaired, it 
only works if people speak into 
the microphone.

Failure to provide filters over 
the windows results in blind-
ing sunlight on people sitting on 
the left side of the Circuit Court, 
including those at the defense 
table. A huge gap under the 
emergency exit door lets in more 
sunlight and cold air. Former 
Assistant Commonwealth Attor-
ney Kenny Kunkle said he found 
grass growing through the base-
board in his office. 

Chief bailiff Dave Whitaker 
gets constant complaints that the 
courtroom is too cold. Unfortu-
nately, he says the heat and air 
conditioning systems are con-
trolled in Richmond. Attempts 
to fix the problem have had little 
positive result.

After last week’s heavy rain, 
sewer fumes greeted citizens exit-
ing the courtroom into the lobby. 

“This is the precious jewel of 
the county,” noted Common-
wealth Attorney Jan Smith.  
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Larry Carey
910.515.7431

J &
 L Treasures

Jack Field  
804.724.0808

careylarryva65@gmail.com or golfingjack@hotmail.com

2667 White Chapel Rd
Lively

Treasures from the 1800s to present. 
Furniture, home decor, nautical and so much more!

STORE HOURS
FRI. 10AM-3PM 
SAT. 10AM-3PM 
SUN. CLOSED

10% OFF with this Ad
OFFer valid Only aT WhiTe Chapel rOad lOCaTiOn

Voted Best Dry Cleaner in the Northern Neck for Over 10 Years!

Located in the Chesapeake Commons (Peebles Shopping Center)

804.577.4093 Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm | Sat 9am-2pm

SPRING CLEANING SPECIALS!

OF KILMARNOCK

$5.00 OFF  
any household 

items over $20.00

Bring 5 of the 
same items and 
get one FREE!

Laundered shirts  
$1.99 with any  

dry cleaning order

We are excited to announce our latest Internet upgrades!
If you live within 5 miles of:

Towns of Warsaw, White Stone, Reedville
"We have you covered"

 
For just $79.95/mo, you get:

-
Up to 250GB data allowance/mo (no speed thro�ling)-
Speeds up to 25 Mb/s down and 10 Mb/s up 

-   Only one-year commitment

sales@vabb.com        804-436-9428      www.vabb.com

- Install only $150 (can be split over 3 months)

Offer valid un�l 4/30/17.  Speeds and availability vary based on loca�ons.

High-speed 
Wireless Internet 

Serving the NN since 2006

SPECIAL OFFER:

-  Former Customer? Call for our special, special offer! 
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Towns of Warsaw, White Stone, Reedville
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For just $79.95/mo, you get:

-
Up to 250GB data allowance/mo (no speed thro�ling)-
Speeds up to 25 Mb/s down and 10 Mb/s up 

-   Only one-year commitment

sales@vabb.com        804-436-9428      www.vabb.com

- Install only $150 (can be split over 3 months)

Offer valid un�l 4/30/17.  Speeds and availability vary based on loca�ons.

High-speed 
Wireless Internet 

Serving the NN since 2006

SPECIAL OFFER:

-  Former Customer? Call for our special, special offer! 

SPECIAL OFFER:   For just $79.95/mo, you get:

  -  Speeds up to 25 Mb/s down and 10 Mb/s up
  -  Up to 250GB data allowance/mo (no speed throttling)

  -  Install only $150 (can be split over 3 months)

  -  Only one-year commitment
  -  Former Customer? Call for our special, special offer!

WHITE STONE—White Stone town 
manager Patrick Frere took a conservative 
approach with the town’s proposed rev-
enues for fiscal year 2018. 

Frere told council last Thursday he 
decreased the projected revenues in next 
year’s budget by $14,500, from $173,740 
to $159,240. 

Frere presented council the revenue side 
of the budget and will have the expendi-
ture projections prepared for the May 4 
meeting. A budget committee meeting to 
discuss expenditures is set for 5 p.m. April 
25. Frere anticipates council will approve 
the budget at its June meeting. 

The 2018 projected revenues show a 
$1,000 decrease in fines from $7,500 to 
$6,500 and a $4,000 decrease in cigarette 
tax receipts from $41,250 to $37,250. 
Revenue from tag sales also decreased 
by $500 and general fund balance rev-
enue was cut by $12,000 from $21,750 to 
$9,750.

However, Frere increased the bank fran-
chise tax revenue by $2,500 from $42,750 
to $45,250 and added $500 in money from 

local sales tax to $30,250.
“I’ve tried to be conservative and take 

[the revenues] down even further,” said 
Frere. 

“The bank franchise tax has been going 
up,” said Frere. “But fines have not reached 
$7,500 for a long while so I lowered that.”

In 2009 and 2010, both the bank fran-
chise tax and sales tax were over projected 
when the recession hit, he said. 

“So it’s taken us five years to get back to 
where we need to be,” he said. 

Even with the proposed decrease in rev-
enue, Frere told council, “We’re still well 
above our proposed expenditures.”

In other business, Frere said the housing 
rehabilitation and public sewer project is 
progressing. Two of the first three homes 
are under contract and construction has 
already begun on one home in phase one 
of the project area. Contract proposals 
should be complete on three more homes 
and the jobs put out to bid following a 
team management meeting this week. 
According to Frere, older homes that are 
blighted will be demolished. In all, 11 
homes are expected to be demolished with 
eight completely rebuilt. 

Over the last two or three weeks, Frere 
has been working with engineers for the 
sewer project to revise the preliminary 
engineering report. The report was sub-
mitted April 3 to the US Department of 
Agriculture for phase two funding.

“We’re trying to get phase two funded 
before changes in the federal budget,” said 
mayor Randy Reeves. “I want to take this 
opportunity to thank Patrick because this 
had to be pushed through ASAP.”

A revised Community Development 
Block Grant business revitalization grant 
application was submitted to the Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Devel-
opment March 29. Fourteen business 
owners in the commercial area signed 
facade improvement participation agree-
ments, said Frere. Four or five businesses, 
he said, have agreed to revolving loan 
fund participation. Grant awards should 
be announced in July or August.

In unrelated business, White Stone 
residents are reminded to purchase their 
town automobile tags. According to Police 
Chief Cliff Dawson, tickets will be issued 
after April 20 to any resident without a 
current tag.

KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-
nock Garden Club members 
recently participated in the Rap-
pahannock Art League’s “Arts 
& Flowers” event in conjunction 
with a new exhibit “Beauty in 
Bloom,” at the Studio Gallery, 19 

North Main Street, Kilmarnock.
Kilmarnock Garden Club 

president Grace Ann Miller, 
Jane Denton and Genny Chase 
each chose a piece of art and 
created a floral interpreta-
tion of their chosen art work, 

explained Chase.
Miller choose to interpret 

“Bonjour” by Johnny Hayes. 
Denton chose to interpret “Pop-
pies” by Linda Goldstein and 
Chase chose to interpret “Fickle 
Winter” by Gail C. Weyant.

KILMARNOCK—“Beauty 
in Bloom,” the current 
exhibit at the Rappahannock 
Art League Studio Gallery 
and “Arts & Flowers,” floral 
arrangements by local garden 
club members, provided a 
vibrant spring theme for the 
First Friday event on April 7. 

Adding to the enjoyment of 
the evening were the announce-
ments of the winners of the 
Beauty in Bloom entries.

Tommy Fox placed first with 
“Risen,” his layered panels 
painted with oil. 

“You experience a juxta-
position of the space as you 
look at what seems to be an 
eye-level view and bird’s-eye 
view simultaneously,” said 
Lancaster art teacher Sandra 
Manning. “I found myself in 
deep thought and reflection as I 
spent time with this individual 
piece. It moved me visually 

White Stone revenue projections for 
2017-18 reflect a $14,500 decrease

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

RAL announces Beauty in Bloom winners

Tommy Fox displays his award-winning “Risen.”

and spiritually.”
Sukey Starkey placed second 

for her mosaic, “China Flow-
ers,” of floral cups, saucers, 

shards, mirrors and ribbon. 
Manning noted she “was 

aware of the diversity repre-
sented in this piece as I found 

many more symbols of beauty 
in the pieces selected for this 
bouquet.”

Ron Taylor placed third 
with “Mysterium,” a metal and 
stone sculpture.

“I found impressions emerg-
ing: ‘some beauty comes 
through fire and the anvil,’ like 
a fountain from a rock, the pink 
arises above the center and 
shouts in contrast to the orange 
and copper elements beneath 
it,” said Manning.

Honorable mentions went 
to “But Cereusly” by Linda 
Bruner, “In Bloom” by Doro-
thy Duke, “Rose” by Lella Lee 
Edwards, “Azaleas” by Bob 
Haynes, “Poppy” by Diana 
Jamison and “Magnolia” by 
Laura Wilson.

Beauty in Bloom continues 
through April 29 at the RAL’s 
Studio Gallery, 19 N. Main St., 
Kilmarnock.

Grace Ann Miller displays her floral interpretation of 
“Bonjour” by Johnny Hayes.

Jane Denton displays her floral interpretation of 
“Poppies” by Linda Goldstein.

Genny Chase displays her floral interpretation of “Fickle 
Winter” by Gail C. Weyant.

Floral designers collaborate with artists

The “Beauty in 
Bloom” exhibit
will continue 
through April  29

LANCASTER—The Vir-
ginia Marine Resource Com-
mission last week unexpect-
edly dropped its case against 
local waterman Jonathan 
Somers and returned his equip-
ment.

Somers was scheduled to 
appear before General Dis-
trict Court Judge John Martin 
on April 5. However, before 
anyone arrived for the 11 a.m. 
hearing, Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jan Smith asked the 
court to dismiss charges of 
crossing a closed oystering 
sanctuary. 

Last November, Somers was 
returning home from volun-
teering at an event promoting 
the Virginia Oyster Trail at 
Tides Inn. He was stopped by 
VMRC officer Austin Brown 

for motoring his fishing boat 
through a closed sanctuary 
instead of going miles around 
it to reach his destination.

Despite Somers’ explanation 
that he had spent the day show-
casing his dredging equipment 
as a community service and 
never put it in the water, he 
was arrested and charged with 
a felony and misdemeanor. 

Brown “…confiscated all 
of his equipment at the begin-
ning of the oyster season,” 
said defense attorney James 
Breeden at a hearing in Febru-
ary. “VMRC wants to establish 
a criminal history that they can 
use against my client in the 
future.” 

When asked about Breeden’s 
accusation last week, Brown 
refused to comment. 

VMRC drops charges
against Jonathan Somers

NEWS BREAK
■ Climate march

The The Northern Neck Chapter of Citizens’ 
Climate Lobby will hold a March for Climate 
Awareness April 29. The March for Climate 
Awareness will begin at 9:45 a.m. at Peeble’s 
parking lot, 463 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock, and continue to Grace Episcopal Church, 

303 South Main Street, Kilmarnock. Folks may 
join at the midpoint, the Lancaster Community 
Library. 

This is to be a family-friendly march; children 
and dogs on leashes are welcome. Those who 
are mobility impaired or elderly can assemble 
at Grace Church to be part of this event.

Visiting author
Author Brad Parks of Staunton and Christchurch visited 
the Lancaster Community Library last Thursday to 
talk about his new book, Say Nothing. Known for doing 
some of his best work in fast food restaurants, Parks 
said he wrote the first words of this novel while sitting 
in Northern Neck Burger in Kilmarnock.  Heeding the 
advice of a fellow author, he has written a book that 
scares even himself, said Parks. Tempting local readers, 
he indicated the book includes some familiar names 
and places. Published by Dutton, an imprint of Penguin 
Random House, the book is available through major 
booksellers.
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He is risen.
Like all good Methodists, I grew up hearing 

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” by Charles 
Wesley (1707-1788). To say I grew up singing it 
would be a stretch. I’m tonally challenged.

Like all good Methodists, I learned Charles 
Wesley was an early leader of the Methodist 
movement, known for writing more than 6,000 
hymns. It wasn’t until much later I learned other 
congregations were singing his songs too. Alle-
luia!

In fact, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” 
might be the most popular Easter song ever. 
Wesley’s version was initially published as a 
“Hymn for Easter” in Hymns and Sacred Songs 
in 1739. While the popular version we sing is 
attributed to Wesley, it of course has been added 
to over the years. Alleluia!

Even the Methodists acknowledge Wesley’s 
version was based on the earlier “Jesus Christ is 
Risen Today.” Alleluia!

Over 200 years after Wesley’s death, his name 
was added posthumously to the Gospel Music 
Hall of Fame in 1995 by the Gospel Music 
Association. Alleluia!

Like all good Methodists, we need to re-
examine the scripture connection for either, or 
both versions. 

Mathew 28:5-8 reads “And the angel 
answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: 
for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was cruci-
fied.

He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he 
is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth 

before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: 
lo, I have told you.

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre 
with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his 
disciples word.”

Now sing along:
“Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply, Alleluia!

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids his rise, Alleluia!
Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia!
Foll’wing our exalted head, Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!
Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!
Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!

King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 
Thee to know, thy pow’r to prove, Alleluia! 
Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!”
He is risen indeed.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
Focal Point

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Photo by Carol J. Hammer

Canola blooms in a field along Jessie Ball duPont Memorial Highway near in Kilmarnock. 

 

The soils in many areas of the town of 
Colonial Beach are of a heavy clay forma-

tion, often making gardening difficult. When I 
was a child, to combat this situation, my father 
bought topsoil from area farmers and tilled 
it into the soil to improve its composition. 
Those were the days before johnsongrass and 
kudzu, hence the soil brought in was of very 
high quality, rich and weed-free. They were 
also a time before Master Gardeners and soil 
tests, however we always were able to have a 
good garden.

At the time several of the farms near Oak 
Grove were being developed into waterfront 
subdivisions, thereby necessitating the build-
ing of streets through the once pristine agri-
cultural fields. In the process beautiful soil 
was being bulldozed into huge piles. My 
father arranged to buy truckloads of it to be 
spread on our garden to mitigate the clay.

One of the farms was owned by Berkeley 
Muse, a young man, who brought the soil in 
his dump truck for $12 per load, slightly more 
than a bag of potting soil brings at a garden 
center today. In the process of his coming and 

going we became friends, learning about his 
plans for the farm, as well as about his young 
family. He was extremely affable, and was 
never too busy to stop for a chat. He said he 
would miss farming, but could not turn down 
the financial advantages offered by develop-
ing the land.

This last week my thoughts have turned to 
Berkeley, not because of the soil he brought 
to our garden, but rather because of a recent 
article posted on the Internet about his piv-
otal role in what we now know as the “Oyster 
Wars.” The term refers to the struggles 
between Maryland and Virginia over usage 
of the Potomac River that began after the War 
Between the States and continued for almost 

a century over access to the oyster beds of the 
Potomac River.

By the middle of the last century they had 
reached a climax of heightened hostility that 
was set to be triggered into a major conflict. 
The problem existed because Maryland owns 
the Potomac River beyond the low water mark 
off the Virginia shoreline. Virginia watermen 
could use the river for their own harvesting of 
seafood provided they had a Maryland license 
and obeyed the Maryland regulations. Often-
times poaching of Maryland oysters, particu-
larly at night, was happening despite the Mary-
land marine police efforts to halt the practice.

The Virginia poachers could dredge for 
oysters and escape back to Virginia waters in 
the safe harbor of Monroe Bay. On the night 
of April 7, 1959, a local waterman, Harvey 
King, asked Berkeley to join him on his run. 
The fog was heavy that night, and Harvey 
began his dredging operation. A Maryland 
marine police boat saw the King boat through 
the fog, and tried to apprehend it, but Harvey 
put his craft into high gear and headed for 
Monroe Bay. 

The Maryland officers opened fire, striking 
Harvey in the leg, and Berkeley in the chest. 
Harvey drove the boat into the Virginia shore, 
and called for help. Berkeley died on the deck 
of the boat before help could arrive. For days 
the news was filled with conflicting accounts 
of what actually had transpired, but one item 
was indisputable, namely, Berkeley was dead. 
He was 32 years old and left a wife and two 
small children.

His death and the resultant uproar over a 
man having been killed over oysters led to 
permanent change. Maryland and Virginia 
agreed to establish the Potomac River Fish-
eries Commission, which is headquartered at 
Colonial Beach and to follow guidelines that 
both states jointly constructed. After a century 
of hostilities, the Oyster Wars came to an end.

When I drive up Route 3 and see the signs 
to Berkeley Beach, or through Colonial Beach 
and pass the PRFC building, I often think of 
Berkeley. His random decision to accom-
pany Harvey King that night led to his death, 
and changed the course of the history of the 
Potomac River.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

His death and the resultant 
uproar over a man having 
been killed over oysters led to 
permanent change.

(Reprints from the April 14, 1927, issue of the 
Rappahannock Record)

Northern Neck is Royally Received
Every town and village in the Northern Neck 

was well represented Last Thursday (Northern 
Neck Day) in Richmond, when over ten thou-
sand Northern Neckers mingled throughout the 
day with some three thousand Richmonders at 
the State Fair grounds. Long before dawn cars 
were making their way across the Downing 
Bridge, Richmond bound. From sun-up until 
late in the day an endless stream of automobiles, 
bearing banners and stickers with the name of 
the hometown imprinted thereon, virtually 
jammed the road between Tappahannock and 
Richmond-it was surely a one way traffic. There 
were several thousand cars from the Northern 
Neck making the trip and while there were sev-
eral mishaps none were of a fatal nature.

Traffic officers were stationed at convenient 
points along the highway and just outside of 
Richmond a committee furnished badges and 
“stickers” to all who had failed to secure them 
before leaving their county. Upon arriving in the 
city, escort cars and traffic policemen directed 
the caravan to the fair grounds. Richmond had 
worked out every little detail to such an extent 
that not the slightest confusion was apparent. 
The thousands of cars were parked so that any 
car could be removed at will.

The program of entertainment features in 
front of the grandstand started promptly at 11:30 
and continued until late in the afternoon. Prob-
ably the part enjoyed most of all by a majority 
of the crowd, was the horse and pony show. This 
was one of the best features on the program and 
received great applause and commendation. At 
night Creatore’s band gave a concert and hun-
dreds of Northern Neckers remained over. It 
is estimated that about one thousand from the 
Northern Neck spent the night in Richmond 
Wednesday, and nearly that number remained 
over Thursday night.

Tons of foodstuffs were placed before the 
huge crowd, and how the boys did eat! Take 
Willie Currell, for instance, he had a grand time 
enjoying his favorite pastime-eating. Weighed 
seven pounds more after dinner. The following 
list will give some idea of the amount of eat-
ables consumed by Willie and the other North-
ern Neckers:

One thousand five hundred gallons of Bruns-
wick stew; two-and-a half tons of sirloin roast of 
beef; a ton and a quarter of Virginia ham; forty 
thousand rolls; five hundred gallons of potato 
salad; one thousand gallons of coffee; one thou-
sand gallons of ice cream; two tons of “hot 
dogs;” one thousand five hundred cases of soft 
drinks; five hundred cases of ginger ale; fifty 
barrels of near beer; twenty bags of peanuts.

The estimated cost of the dinner was between 
$12,000 and $14,000. The Brunswick stew was 
prepared in mammoth kettles, swung somewhat 
after the style of an army kitchen, on the south 
side of the administration building.

Girl Scouts passed among the crowd with cig-
arettes and cigars throughout the day. Nothing 
was left undone that would have added to the 
pleasure and comfort of the guests and everyone 
left Richmond highly pleased and deeply appre-
ciative for the fine way in which they had been 
received and entertained.

Mr. E. B. Sydnor, president of the Chamber 
of Commerce, remarked: “We are delighted by 
the large number attending and the fine spirit of 
friendship and cordially everywhere expressed. 
The Northern Neck is now permanently linked 
with Richmond to the immeasurable benefit of 
the future of both.”

All sectional feeling and thinking has been 
earned in Virginia by modern transporta-
tion, good roads and a better understanding of 
common interests; all Virginians are prompted 
by the same ideals, which should emphasize the 
advancement and welfare of the State at large. 
This was the message of Governor Byrd.

“Virginia is proud of the Northern Neck,” the 
Governor declared, “and Richmond’s fine wel-
come to you all is an illustration of the esteem 
the entire State holds for you. Because of geo-
graphical conditions, heretofore we have lived 
too far apart, but these conditions have now 
been overcome. We are all Virginians, not only 
in spirit but identity of purpose.”

“Now with the opening of a new channel of 
communication the Northern Neck may expect 
this year the greatest influx of visitors it has ever 
known. Not only Virginians but people from all 
America will come to view the scenic beauties 
of the Northern Neck and to stand before its his-
toric shrines.”

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

Democracy may
not be best

 In a recent letter, I wrote 
that democracy creates two 
groups, the rules and the 
ruled, or, more provocatively, 
the masters and the slaves. The 
implication, of course, was 
that democracy is a terrible 
way to organize our society.

In response, a writer accused 
my brief argument of being 
“gibberish” and “nuts.” The 
writer appears to endorse our 
rule by democracy. I do not.

An association can be justi-
fiably governed by democracy, 
i.e., majority rule, only if one 
is able to voluntarily enter the 
association and to voluntarily 
exit from it. As for American 

History lesson
Slave ownership was begun 

in Virginia by an African.
I read with interest the sev-

eral recent articles and letters to 
the editor concerning Thomas 
Jefferson and slavery, but was 
disappointed not to find any 
mention of “Free Blacks who 
owned slaves.”

Singing for
a purpose

I commend director Emily 
Mahoney and the Lancaster 
Middle School chorus for a 
compelling spring concert. 

There is no greater or emo-
tional feeling as a parent than 
watching your child encour-
age and empower others less 
fortunate than themselves. The 
program included unscripted 
video clips of children giving 
their own words of wisdom to 
youth diagnosed with a rare 
form of cancer, along with a 
medley of motivational songs 
to help them deal with their 
struggles in a positive light. 

A small town may come with 
its challenges, but our small 
town is raising truly special 
children who will surely touch 
the hearts of many throughout 
their lives.

Meghan Stephens,
Kilmarnock

We miss you Jackie
Jackie Burrell was highly 

respected and a mainstay in 
Irvington. 

Jackie served the town for 
17 dedicated years in the town 
office. She kept all the council 
records. She knew and served 
every citizen with her efficient, 
gracious manner.

She was a vital assistant 
for Irvington’s Fourth of July 
parade - a certain hit.

We shall miss her greatly, but 
always remember her refined 
nature and her willingness to 
serve the little town she loved 
with respect and joy. 

Suzy Stephens, 
Irvington

YOUR LETTERS
democracy, we didn’t volun-
tarily enter it and we can’t vol-
untarily exit from it.

Majority rule denies self-
rule and is, therefore, a power 
philosophy, pure and simple; 
might makes right. If we dis-
agree with a certain law, we 
must abide by it. If the offen-
sive law requires funding, we 
must pay for it. In contrast, if 
I don’t like Toyota, I don’t buy 
Toyota and no one seeks to 
penalize me for my decision.

Tyranny, constitutional 
republics, criminal gangs and 
communism are all consistent 
with government by democ-
racy. Democracy is a method, 
a process and is not itself a 
moral principle.

The inner logic of democra-
cies such as ours almost inevi-
tably guarantees overspend-
ing, domestic tyranny and 
aggressive foreign relations. 
Sound familiar?

I’ll stick to my guns: 
Democracy is a terrible way to 
organize our society.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

According to the U.S. 
Census of the year 1830 there 
were 3,775 free blacks who 
owned 12,740 black slaves. 

The first slave owner, the 
father of American slavery, 
was Anthony Johnson of 
Northampton. His slave was 
John Casor “the first slave for 
life.” Both were black Afri-
cans. This is part of Virginia 
history that deserves atten-
tion.

Curtis L. Packett,
Kilmarnock 

Submit letters by email at editor@rapprecord.com, by mail at  Rappahannock Record, 
P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock VA 22482, or in person at 27 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 
All letters must include a place of residence as well a phone number. Phone numbers 
will not be published.
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Do you remember?
This c.1930s still from a James Wharton home movie is 
believed to have been taken at the Old Fairgrounds near 
Brookvale. The Wharton Project committee is asking anyone 
who recognizes the gentleman in the photo to call 296-0930, 
reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. 
“Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

The Lancaster County NAACP will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 18, at the Lancaster Community Library, 16 Town Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock.

All committees are expected to update the unit on their activi-
ties, reported Lloyd N. Hill. Discussion topics will include strate-
gies for growing membership.

Members also are reminded to bring their financial obligations 
up to date and to recruit new members, he said.

Please comment on 
spitting in public. It seems 
to be on the rise here in 
the Northern Neck and 
I am hoping if you com-
ment on it in a column, 
it will help curb the prob-
lem (pun intended).

Appalled, White Stone

 Dear Appalled,
I understand your concern 

and will gladly address the 
issue! 

One of the things for which 
I am grateful is that spittoons, 
or cuspidors, those recep-
tacles of old into which men 
(mostly) would spit, have 
become things of the past. 
My great-grandfather, who 
was described as a gentle-
man and respected citizen 
of Kilmarnock, carried one 
in his automobile—probably 
until my great-grandmother 
helped him see the light.

Manners maven Peggy Post 
describes spitting in public 
as a “bottom-of-the-barrel 
behavior; nasty, unhygienic 
and rude.” I certainly agree. 
I have often wondered why 
anyone of sound mind would 
think that another person of 
sound mind would want to 
witness the propulsion of 
phlegm and spittle from the 
mouth. Or how they could 
consider that stepping on 
sputum that has been spit on 
the sidewalk isn’t detestable. 

Albeit, our own George 
Washington advised in the 
mid-1700s that it was most 
civil “if you see any thick 
spittle, to put your foot dex-
terously upon it.” That was to 
protect others from viewing 
it.

Even higher on the scale 
of offensive behaviors is the 
habit of blowing out one’s 
nose without benefit of tissue 
or handkerchief.

What should you do if you 
suddenly feel you are drown-
ing in drainage? Either go to 
the nearest restroom and use 
the facilities there for dis-
posal, or reach for the near-
est tissue and, as inconspicu-
ously as possible, deposit 
your burden therein.

I could say a lot more about 
spitting, but I’m feeling a bit 
queasy. 

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited 
to email your manners ques-
tions to her and she will 

The Lancaster County 
Republican Committee will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 
18, at Chesapeake Bank Train-
ing Center, 51 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Agenda topics will include 
preparation for the June 13 
Republican primary and dis-
cussion of new programs for 
the local party organization, 
said chairman Sue Clingan.

She urges all committee 
members to attend and encour-
ages non-members to come as 
guests. Contact Clingan at 436-
5749.

As the 2017 election heats up 
and in anticipation of the June 13 
primary, the Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee (LCDC) 
will provide opportunities for 
local Democrats to get involved 
in the process. 

A “happy hour” gathering will 
be held at 5 p.m. Thursday, April 
20, at Los Patrones Mexican Res-
taurant, 652 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. There is no cover 
charge for the happy hour and a 
cash bar, reported chairman Nick 
Magnani 

Susan Platt, a candidate for 
lieutenant governor, will meet 
and greet the attendees and dis-
cuss her positions on issues of 
interest, said Magnani. Platt has 
long and varied experience with 
political education, engaging 
people about the importance of 
civic participation. 

She founded The Farm Team to 
increase the presence of women 
in Virginia’s public life by recruit-
ing candidates, raising money 
and providing professional ser-
vices and advice for candidates. 
She also founded Emerge Vir-
ginia, which trains Democratic 
women to run for office. 

Platt has legislative experience 
from her staff work in Congress, 
including her work as staff direc-
tor in former Vice President Joe 

We offer:
 }Refinance Loans
 }Purchase Loans
 }Land Loans
 }Home Construction to Permanent Loans
 }VA Advantage Loans
 }FHA Advantage Loans for First Homes
 }USDA Advantage Loans for Rural Borrowers

You receive:
 }An Experienced, Knowledgeable Mortgage Team
 }Flexible Terms
 }Up to 30-year Fixed-rate Terms 
 }Local Application Processing
 }Local Loan Decisions
 }Local Loan Servicing

Ready to get started? 
Just stop by the Chesapeake 
Bank Kilmarnock branch 
or call one of our mortgage 
loan team members today.

Apply online at chesbank.com/
mortgages/northern-neck.

Tom Richardson
VP & Loan Officer
NMLS #864589

Kilmarnock
trichardson@chesbank.com

804-435-4254

Karen Story
Mortgage Loan Officer

NMLS #689145
Kilmarnock

kstory@chesbank.com
804-435-4258

Paula Owens
Mortgage Lending Specialist

NMLS #1220119
Kilmarnock

powens@chesbank.com
804-435-1181

Migrate to Chesapeake Bank
and we’ll pay for your appraisal
up to $600.                         

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, Williamsburg and Richmond  800-434-1181  chesbank.com  Member FDIC  Equal Housing Lender

Lancaster Democrats to hold 
happy hour and caucus April 20

Susan Platt
Biden’s Senate Office.

Other candidates for Lt. Gov. 
Justin Fairfax and Gene Rossi, 
have appeared at previous LCDC 
activities.

At 7:30 p.m., Magnani will 
convene a “caucus” to elect del-
egates and alternates to the First 
Congressional District conven-
tion May 13 in Fredericksburg, 
for the purpose of electing its 
members to the Democratic Party 
of Virginia State Central Com-
mittee. 

In gubernatorial years, when 
the committee chooses to nomi-
nate Democratic candidates for 
statewide offices in a primary, 

the committee reorganizes with 
20 members representing each of 
the state’s Congressional districts 
(CD) elected in district conven-
tions, he said.

“As required by the State Party 
Plan, I have issued a formal ‘Call 
to Caucus’ which explains the 
purpose of the caucus and the 
procedures for filing to be a del-
egate or alternate to the conven-
tion,” said Magnani. “Those del-
egates to the First CD convention 
will elect the 20 members who 
will represent the First CD from 
the pool of individuals who have 
filed to serve, as set forth in the 
Party Plan.”  

Necessary filing documents 
may be found at lancovadems.
org, obtained by contacting Mag-
nani.

Lancaster
Republicans
will meet
on April 18

Lancaster NAACP
will meet Tuesday

Because You Are Polite
     . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@gmail.
com and visit her website at 
becauseyouarepolite.com. 
RSVP! 

Record office
will be closed
on Good Friday

KILMARNOCK—The Rap-
pahannock Record will be 
closed on Good Friday, April 
14, in observance of the Easter 
holiday. The office will reopen 
at 9 a.m. Monday, April 17.

There are no changes in the 
deadlines for submission of 
advertising and news items for 
next week’s paper.

Deadlines are noon on Tues-
day for news items and clas-
sified advertising and 5 p.m. 
Monday for display advertis-
ing. 
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it hit,” said Forrester. 
Just minutes before, the sun 

had been shining. 
According to Terry 

McGregor, chief of emergency 
management services for Lan-
caster County, last Thursday’s 
storm resulted in some $2.8 
million in damages, includ-
ing $2.4 million to residen-
tial properties and another 
$180,000 to commercial struc-
tures. 

One home had its roof 
blown off, another may have 
twisted on its foundation. 
A garage was destroyed and 
several porches demolished 
by fallen trees. The county 
continues to do assessments, 
according to McGregor.

The National Weather Ser-
vice determined the tornado 
came on shore near Crab Point 
and traveled approximately 3.8 
miles over Lancaster County 
through the town of Irving-
ton. It headed northeast toward 
Kilmarnock before stopping 
behind Hills Quarter subdivi-
sion. 

Strong straight-line winds 
continued from Hills Quarter 
for approximately 2.5 miles 
through the town of Kilmar-
nock, where it damaged Bon 
Secours-Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital and knocked 
down trees and fencing within 
town limits. 

Some 49 structures were dam-
aged, six with major damage, 
according to McGregor. 

Gary Butler was in the emer-
gency room waiting area when 
he heard what sounded “like 
a freight train. The wind was 
totally twirling the rain around. 
You could see the rain going 
in a swirling motion. And then 
the ceiling started falling in.”

Patients were moved from 
the emergency room into 
the hallway for safety, where 

IRVINGTON—A local 
emergency has been declared 
for Lancaster County as a 
result of the severe weather 
and tornado which hit April 6, 
according to Terry McGregor, 
chief of the county’s emer-
gency management services.

The town of Irvington 
suffered the most extensive 
damage from the storm. 
Irvington Town Council 
convened for an emergency 
meeting last Friday to secure 
competitive bids to clean up 

Connemara Corporation crews responded quickly last Thursday to replace windows 
blown out in the waiting room area at Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital in 
Kilmarnock. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Straight-line winds blew out ceiling tiles in the emergency 
room waiting room area at Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Tynesha Davenport inspects a fallen oak at the Rowe 
residence on Carters Creek at the end of Rowe’s Point in 
west Irvington. Photo by Rawleigh Simmons

Trees, splintered and twisted like pretzels, lined 
Chesapeake Drive in Irvington. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Butler said his dad said “the 
wind sounded like a plane 
landing or a train going by.”

Hospital security worker 
Mike Kessler was standing at 
the employee entrance next to 
the front lobby when “the trees 
started to bend over and things 
started flying around. It was 
happening so fast.

The straight-line winds 
knocked a large window out in 
the main waiting room area in 
the front entrance and another 
in the rear of the building. 
Inside ceiling tiles were blown 
in several areas. The hospital 
was operating with a back-up 
generator initially and incom-
ing patients were rerouted to 
nearby medical facilities until 5 
p.m. when it reopened to emer-
gency traffic, said McGregor. 

“As soon as it started, they 
came running into our rooms 
and told us to get away from the 
windows,” said Betty Cham-
blee of Reedville, whose hus-
band was a patient at BSRGH. 

Thankfully, no one was 

injured at the hospital or in 
Irvington, said McGregor. 

“Considering the circum-
stances, it’s a good day when 
we can say we had a tornado 
and no one gets hurt,” he 
said.

Lancaster County acti-
vated its emergency opera-
tions center at the Kilmarnock 
Rescue Squad building on 
Harris Road, which remained 
fully operational from 3-9 p.m. 
Thursday. Staffers coordinated 
teams in the field and commu-
nicated between county and 
state government. At its peak 
of operation, some 20 people 
were working in the center, 
said McGregor. 

“The fire departments did 
an outstanding job to help 
guide our damage assessment 
teams,” he said. 

There were no traffic acci-
dents reported due to the 
storm but there were two 
storm-related fire calls, one 
in Merry Point, the other in 
Weems. 

From left, George Cann and Benny Bowen remove a tree 
which destroyed a porch on Bowen’s house in Irvington. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Mason McCord of Weems clears a fallen pine tree 
from the yard of his employer on King Carter Drive in 
Irvington. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Large pine trees, split in half and uprooted, damaged 
several homes on Edgewood Lane in Irvington. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

the town’s public property. 
The council’s building and 
town property committee 
followed up on Saturday and 
awarded the job to Magic 
Tree Service, Inc. to remove 
trees, stumps, a damaged 
shed and debris from the 
town commons. The cost of 
the work, including replac-
ing topsoil, laying grass seed 
and straw, is $12,500. Work 
began Monday. 

Residents dealing with 
storm related debris and 
destruction have sev-
eral removal options, said 

McGregor. Storm related 
debris, including shrubs, 
tree trimmings, leaves, limbs 
and large tree debris, may be 
disposed of at the R.L. Self 
Wood Yard, 6088 Mary Ball 
Road, Lively. There is no 
charge for storm debris dis-
posal for county residents. 
Debris generated by com-
mercial activities will also 
be accepted; however, a fee 
will be incurred by haulers 
for disposal of debris. 

Small quantities of debris 
which can be bagged or con-
tained may be brought to any 
of the county convenience 
centers. Storm-related con-
struction debris may also 
be disposed of at the county 
convenience centers. 

Disposal related questions 
may be directed to Donald 
Brown, Lancaster County 
supervisor of solid waste 
and recycling at 462-5129. 
Questions related to debris 
disposal at the Lively Wood 
Yard can be answered at 462-
7913. 

Building permit fees 
will be waived for resi-
dents with storm-related 
property damage requiring 
a Lancaster County build-
ing permit for repair. Ques-
tions about permits and fees 
should be directed to Earnie 
Sadler at the Lancaster 
County building of office, 
462-5124. 

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe has set a record 
for the number of bills vetoed 
by a Virginia governor and 
he has a perfect record when 
it comes to the number of 
vetoes sustained.

Republicans in the Gen-
eral Assembly last Wednes-
day failed to override any of 
the 40 vetoes that the Demo-
cratic governor issued on 
bills passed during the 2017 
legislative session, includ-
ing measures that sought to 
increase voting requirements 
and make it easier to carry 
concealed weapons.

During his four years in 
office, McAuliffe has vetoed 
a total of 111 bills—more 
than any of his predecessors. 
None of them have been over-
turned, Susan Swecker, chair-
woman of the Democratic 
Party of Virginia, noted.

“Whether he is fighting for 
the rights of women, immi-
grants or the LGBT com-
munity, Gov. McAuliffe has 
promised to keep Virginia 
open and welcoming for all 
its citizens. Thanks to the 
Democrats who fought to sus-
tain his vetoes, he was able to 
keep that promise,” Swecker 
said in a statement.

“With the help of Demo-
crats in the General Assem-
bly, the governor has formed 
a wall of reason to protect 
Virginians from harmful leg-
islation that would hurt our 
economy and working fami-
lies.”

Republicans see it differ-
ently. They say McAuliffe 
and Democratic legislators 
have shunned bipartisanship 
and blocked common-sense 
legislation that would prevent 
voter fraud and let Virginians 
defend themselves.

On April 5, the General 
Assembly reconvened to con-
sider the governor’s vetoes 
and legislative recommenda-
tions.

In addition to the vetoes, 
the governor sent 85 bills 
back to the assembly with 
recommendations. More than 
80% of the recommendations 
were accepted.

Gov. McAuliffe 
keeps a perfect 
veto record

by Julie Rothey
Capital News Service

Tornado disrupts daily routine
continued from page A1

Cleanup continues for Irvington 
and communities hit by tornado

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi


