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Groundbreaking ceremony set at new firehouse
Earth moving and preliminary work has already begun at the site of the new White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department’s firehouse on Chesapeake Drive in White Stone. Construction began in late January and a 
ceremonial groundbreaking will be held at 8:45 a.m. Wednesday, April 5. Several state and local dignitaries will be 
present for the official ribbon cutting, including Tara Delaney with the United States Department of Agriculture, 
the lending agency, said building committee member CD Hathaway. Also participating in the ceremony will be 
White Stone Mayor Randy Reeves, District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows, the building’s architect, Randall Kipp of 
Irvington, and contractors from Norman Company Inc. of Mechanicsville. Rendering by Randall Kipp Architecture 

Terry Pinkard, who performs as TSoul, returned to 
his hometown of Burgess from Los Angeles Sunday 

and made a surprise stop at his alma mater, perform-
ing, greeting, signing autographs and taking selfies with 
students at all three Northumberland County schools 
Monday afternoon. 

“I had to come home, to my real home,” said TSoul of 
Richmond. 

TSoul is in the national spotlight as he advances on 
NBC’s “The Voice.” After being chosen for Team Blake 
[Shelton] during the blind auditions, he advanced again 
following Monday night’s battle round. After TSoul went 
head-to-head with teammate Josh Hoyer with the duet 
“In the Midnight Hour,” Shelton chose him as the winner 
of the battle. 

TSoul urged the standing-room-only crowd at a 
combined NHS/NMS assembly to watch that evening’s 
episode of “The Voice.” He never let on whether he 
advanced or not. But he did smile.

TSoul earlier in the day made a surprise visit to the 
elementary school, where he delivered some motivational 
words, sang and signed autographs. He then surprised 
students and faculty of the middle and high schools. His 
visit was a well-kept secret. Even the teachers didn’t 
know why the students had been called to the auditorium 
for an assembly. 

After telling the crowd he had a surprise guest for 
them, NHS principal Dr. Travis Burns stepped aside as 
TSoul’s soulful voice began to croon his blind audition 
version of “Take Me to the River” and the students and 
adults immediately knew who was behind the curtain. 
Cheers went up and cell phones came out as everyone 

started to film the local celebrity.
TSoul is a 2005 graduate of NHS who grew up in 

Burgess. He started singing in the choir at Shiloh Baptist 
Church and turned his musical passion into a career after 
attending Virginia State University. He has performed all 
over the world but said making the cut on “The Voice” is 
the big break he’s been hoping for. 

“To get anywhere, you have to have faith...and consis-

TSoul sings a soulful duet of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” with Northumberland Middle School seventh 
grader Channing Reynolds. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

TSoul surprises hometown fans

LOTTSBURG—In a joint meet-
ing with supervisors, Northumber-
land school board members on March 
23 passed an adjusted budget of 
$17,710,203 for the fiscal year start-
ing July 1.

The adjusted figure reflects a deci-
sion to drop the purchase of a new 
school bus in order to fill the assistant 
superintendent position for the entire 
school year.

“The figure represents an increase 
of $914,682 or 5.44% over the cur-
rent budget and relies on an addi-
tional $617,288 in support from 

the county,” said superintendent Dr. 
Holly Wargo. 

School board chairman Betty 
Christopher’s motion to adopt the 
budget passed on a 4-0 vote. District 2 
member Dean Sumner did not attend 
the meeting.

Supervisor vice chairman Rich-
ard Haynie and District 5 supervisor 
Tommy Tomlin both complimented 
Wargo and interim finance director 
Donna Booth on the accuracy and 
clarity of the budget.

The budget now goes to the board 
of supervisors for consideration. No 
date has yet been set for a public hear-
ing. 

LANCASTER—Potential can-
didates are stepping forward for 
supervisor and school board posi-
tions in two districts in Lancaster 
County while activity in Nor-
thumberland remains quiet for the 
November 7 general election ballot.

The deadline for filing is 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 13.

According to Lancaster voter reg-
istrar Susan Jett, several individuals 
have picked up paperwork for the 
positions of supervisor or school 
board in District 1 and District 5.

 “We could potentially have three 
or four candidates for a position,” 
Jett said. 

District 1 incumbents are super-
visor F.W. “Butch” Jenkins Jr. 
and school board member Robert 
Smart. District 5 incumbents are 
supervisor B. Wally Beauchamp 
and school board member Robert 
Westbrook.

As yet, there has been little activ-
ity in Northumberland County by 
individuals interested in the super-
visor and school board seats up for 
grabs in District 2 and District 3, 
according to voter registrar Kathy 
Davenport.

“We’ve just had a couple of 
people call in,” Davenport reported.

District 2 incumbents are super-
visor Richard F. Haynie and school 
board member Dean Sumner. Dis-
trict 3 incumbents are supervisor 
James M. Long and school board 
member Gerald Howard.

According to the State Board of 
Elections, individuals interested in 
running for supervisor may either 
run as an independent or party can-
didate. School board candidates can 
only run as independents. 

Independent candidates will need 
to file a declaration of candidacy, 
certificate of candidate qualifica-
tion and gather petitions signed by 
125 registered voters in that district.

Supervisor candidates nominated 
by a political party are not required 
to submit a declaration or gather 
petitions. The appropriate party 
chairman must file a party nomi-
nee certification by the deadline to 
nominate the candidate. 

Before the general election in 
November, the Republican and 
Democrats will hold primaries June 
13 as the method to choose party 
candidates for governor, lieuten-
ant governor, attorney general and 
house of delegates. Filing for the 
June primary closes today, March 
30. According to Virginia law, there 
will be no primary in races where 
less than two candidates declare.

TSoul signed autographs after performing for 
Northumberland Elementary School students 
Monday afternoon. Photo by Rachel Hall 

Local election year
piques interest in two
Lancaster district seats

by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland school
board seeks additional
$617,288 from county

by Audrey Thomasson

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

TSOUL SURPRISES FANS, continued on page A2
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