
Joshua R. “Josh” LeHuray, an 
adjunct history professor at Rap-
pahannock Community College, 
recently published Virginians Will 
Dance or Die! The Importance of 
Music in Pre-Revolutionary Wil-
liamsburg.

Drawing on contemporary 
newspaper accounts, this book 
is the first to explore how some 
18th-century Williamsburg citi-
zens experienced the growing 
musical world around them. The 
book was published by McFar-
land, a leading independent pub-
lisher of academic and nonfiction 
books.

“Music was everywhere in pre-
Revolutionary Williamsburg,” 
according McFarland promo-
tional material. “In taverns and 
private homes, at formal perfor-
mances and dances and casually 

around the campfire, music filled 
the daily lives of the people of 
Williamsburg.” 

LeHuray’s involvement with 

this kind of music is much more 
than academic; he has been a 
member of the Janesville Fife and 
Drum Corps, a historical Revolu-
tionary War reenactment group in 
his home state of Wisconsin, for 
the last 26 years, reported RCC 
public information officer Tom 
Martin. He also plays snare and 
bass drum with a group; he has 
been co-director since 2000.

LeHuray has a bachelor’s in 
computer information systems 
from Herzing University in Mad-
ison, Wis., a bachelor’s in history 
from the University of Wiscon-
sin, and a master’s in history from 
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity. In addition to his classes at 
RCC, he serves as an educator at 
the American Civil War Museum 
in Richmond. 

“I’ve conducted a variety of 

education programs about Civil 
War life: musket and cannon fir-
ings, medicine during the war, 
tours of the Tredegar Iron Works 
and the White House of the Con-
federacy, and more,” said LeHu-
ray. 

“I hope that when students leave 
my classes, I’ve instilled in them a 
new appreciation for a topic they 
thought they would never care 
about. My most rewarding experi-
ence is when I begin explaining a 
topic to my students, and halfway 
through I can see all eyes on me 
with interest. At that point I can 
tell they’re really thinking about 
the topic,” he said.

Although LeHuray will move 
back to Wisconsin at the end of 
June, RCC will not lose his ser-
vices: he will continue to teach 
online classes. 

The inaugural “Third Friday” event on June 17 attracted several visitors to 
participating Irvington businesses. The informal gatherings, sponsored by the 
Irvington Business Association, will continue through October; the next will be 
July 15. From left, Heather Powers, Bonny Magerko and Sara Amiss learn about 
the services available at 
Randall Kipp Architecture 
from Randall Kipp and 
Alison Drake. Several 
other businesses 
participated including 
Hope & Glory Inn, The 
Dandelion, Fore-and-Aft, 
Three Doors Down, Jimmy 
& Sook, Objects, Cathi’s 
Gardens, Rumsey & Bugg, 
Pillar & Peacock and 
Steamboat Era Museum.
CJ Carter (left) and 
members of the Village 
Improvement Association 
served as an unofficial 
welcoming committee on 
the lawn of The Dandelion.
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Third Friday in Irvington

Author Mortimer Payne recently presented a copy of his latest 
book, I Must Write: A Dialogue with Myself, to Dan Ream, Rappah-
annock Community College’s library coordinator.

Payne is a native of Sharps in Richmond County and lives in the 
house where he was born.

The book re-creates a reminiscent road trip from the Northern 
Neck to Culpeper. Payne was accompanied by Tappahannock water-
color artist Frank Rixey, who painted nine illustrations for inclusion 
in the book. The two men stopped at many Civil War sites, as well as 
places Payne remembered from family trips.

The title of the book, I Must Write, refers to the fact that Payne 
does his best writing when he is feeling low—“not depressed, just 
low”—and finishing the project makes him feel better, he said.

From left are Mortimer Payne and Dan Ream.

Local author donates
book to RCC library

A lifelong interest in electron-
ics, plus a capacity for seizing 
opportunities to increase his 
knowledge and skills, have put 
Marcus Beale on the fast track 
to a rewarding career. His most 
recently acquired credential, 
issued by the Electronics Tech-
nicians Association on May 6, 
names him a Certified Fiber 
Optics Installer. 

The qualification can be 
obtained through a fiber optics 
course offered by Rappahannock 
Community College’s Workforce 
Development Office. Beale is 
the first person to complete the 
course and receive the certificate.

He has already taken a number 
of RCC classes, covering the 
subjects of welding, solar energy, 
electrical and electronic princi-
ples and residential wiring meth-
ods. Originally, he took the fiber 
optics class to accumulate more 
training hours toward his jour-
neyman electrical certification, 
but he soon developed an inter-
est in the subject for its own sake; 
and he reports that his instructor, 
Ayars Lore, took time to go over 
all aspects of the program with 
him.

His next step will be to enroll 
in the electrical/electronics cer-
tificate program at RCC’s New 
Kent location.

Since his Northumberland 
County childhood, Beale has 
always been interested in elec-
tronics. He and his cousin liked 
nothing better than to take dis-
carded VCRs and Nintendo 64 
game stations apart, and return 

them to working order. Install-
ing car radios and speakers came 
next, and now he enjoys working 
with anything electronic: tele-
phones, computers, Wi-Fi, and 
the internet. 

As a self-professed “techie,” 
he “really got into” all of the 
potential uses for fiber optics. “I 
see it as improving communica-
tion service around the world,” he 
said.

Beale remembers talking to 
people about the fiber optics 
course, and finding that not many 
were familiar with it—perhaps 
in part because it is primarily 
used in metropolitan, not rural, 
areas. “That should change,” he 
said. And he wants to be part of 
the change, showing people the 
potential of fiber optics. “It’s the 
future,” he said.

Beale is employed with Hanley 
Electrical in Kilmarnock. The 
company has been very support-
ive during his four-and-a half-
years there. Owner Chris Hanley 
has invested much time in per-
sonal training from Beale’s first 
day on the job, and has encour-
aged Beale to pursue new skills 
and knowledge through RCC 
courses.

Beale plans on a lifelong 
career in the electricity/electron-
ics industry. The combination 
of his electrical knowledge, his 
extensive experience of coaxial 
cable, and his newfound under-
standing of fiber optics, he feels, 
will enable him to make his way 
quickly along his chosen path, he 
said. 

From left are Marcus Beale and Ayars Lore.

College awards first 
fiber optics certificate

Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation 
Center, 287 School Street, Kilmarnock, has been 
recognized as a 2016 recipient of the Bronze-
Commitment to Quality Award for its dedication 
to improving the lives of residents through qual-
ity care.

The award is presented by the American 
Health Care Association and National Center for 
Assisted Living, the leading association for long-
term and post-acute care. The program honors 
providers across the nation that have demon-
strated their commitment to improving quality of 

care for seniors and persons with disabilities.
“It’s an honor to be recognized for the hard 

work and quality of care our team provides every 
day,” said administrator Bryant Hudgins. “We 
are committed to providing high-quality, person-
centered care to our residents and their families. 
We will never stop improving.” 

“I applaud the women and men of Lancashire 
Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center for 
their commitment to improve quality care,” said 
National Quality Award board of overseers chair-
man Christine Boldt. 

n Federal retirees
The National Active and 

Retired Federal Employees 
(NARFE) Association North-
ern Neck Chapter 1823 will 
meet for an ice cream social at 
1 p.m. July 5 at Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 8484 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster. The speaker 
will be Mary Ball Washington 
Museum  & Library executive 
director Karen Hart.

For a nominal fee, attend-
ees can tour the museum. The 
NARFE executive board will 
meet at noon. 

n Culinary sampling
Jazzy-Z-Bones will offer 

a meal from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, June 26, at Good Luck 
Cellars, 1025 Good Luck Road, 
Kilmarnock. Ricky and Darlene 
Nickens will offer a sampling of 
their catering skills.

The menu will include 
shrimp and grits, jumbo lump 
crab cakes, stuffed chicken 
breast with crab meat, wild 
rice and green beans. Visitors 
may pair the meals with wines 
available from Good Luck Cel-
lars. A la carte pricing will be 
in effect. 

n Mayfly patches
Mayfly patches are on sale to 

benefit the Richmond County 
Fair Association scholarship pro-
gram.

Purchase the patches at Tractor 
Supply, Warsaw Small Engine, 
Murphy Seed and Service, 
T-Town Tack, Bowies Hard-
ware, Bird Dogs County Store, 
Thomas Store, Farm and Home 
in Kilmarnock, Union Bank in 
Warsaw and Montross, Garners 
Produce in Warsaw and all Fred-
rick Northrup Handy Stores.

n Shoe drive
Weekends Fashions, 125 

South Main Street, Kilmarnock, 
will host a shoe drive to support 
Soles4Souls.

Beginning June 18, those who 
drop gently used shoes at the 
store will receive 20% off any 
new pair of shoes. The shoe drive 
will continue through July 9. 
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Lancashire earns quality care award

RCC professor pens toe-tapping tome

Josh LeHuray

A tour of Virginia’s wheat 
fields revealed some pleasant 
surprises as growers began this 
year’s soft wheat harvest.

Held June 10 in some of the 
state’s northern and eastern coun-
ties, the inaugural Virginia wheat 
quality tour was an opportunity 
for agronomists, granary opera-
tors, merchandisers, millers and 
traders to assess crop quality 
first hand. Participants compiled 
sample test weights and yield 
estimates and checked wheat for 
signs of disease.

Robert Harper, grain manager 
for Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-

tion, was among tour participants 
who examined wheat on farms 
in Caroline and Hanover coun-
ties and in the Northern Neck. 
Generally speaking, he said, they 
found “wheat that, considering 
the circumstances of the growing 
season, looked really good. There 
was less disease pressure than we 
thought we would find.”

March was unseasonably 
warm, Harper noted, which pro-
moted early growth. An unsea-
sonably cool April and wet, 
cloudy May created conditions 
that can foster freeze, mold and 
other problems in wheat.

“It was nice to have agrono-
mists, grain buyers and produc-
ers together at the same time to 
assess the crop,” said Harper.

Growers “were interested that 
people were taking notice” of 
Virginia wheat, he added.

Mid-Atlantic wheat quality 
tours began about five years ago 
in Pennsylvania and have since 
expanded into Maryland and 
Delaware. This year was the first 
time industry stakeholders also 
examined wheat in Virginia and 
New Jersey.

Harper said organizers 
already are interested in vis-

iting farms in more Virginia 
counties in 2017.

The Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices announced June 13 that Vir-
ginia farmers expect to harvest 
11.7 million bushels of winter 
wheat this year. Farmers seeded 
240,000 acres last fall, with 
185,000 acres to be harvested for 
grain.

Winter wheat production 
nationwide was forecast at 1.51 
billion bushels, up 10 percent 
from 2015. The expected area 
to be harvested for grain or seed 
totals 29.8 million acres.

Virginia wheat tour shows promising harvest


